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2 5/ # Amanda Thomas with 2006 Pig of the Year, Pantysgawa
Silverwings 48, pictured at this year’'s Hatfield ié® Show.
Photo by Richard Lutwyche
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Following the announcement in the Summer edition of that we had agreed to cancel the

policy with the insurance company following a change in the specification of the policy, we have now secured an-
other insurer who has agreed to provide Public Liability cover for £1,000,000 for every paid-up member whilst
showing or demonstrating pigs at agricultural shows. This is provided by the Club to all members as a membership
benefit with no additional cost and represents a huge incentive which we hope you will use to encourage others to
join. Getting separate insurance can cost over £100 a year and is a major disincentive for members to try showing
for the first time.

Increasingly, shows are demanding that all exhibitors carry Public Liability insurance and sometimes ask for proof
through the provision of a copy of the cover note. We are happy to provide such a copy on receipt of your request
with an administration charge of £5.00. Please contact the Secretary if you wish to apply for a copy.

As we approach renewal time, the Club membership stands at 158 paid-up and honorary members, a significant
growth over the last two years. But there are potentially more members still to recruit and we are in the process of
creating a new breed leaflet to help to recruit more. The RBST have agreed a grant towards the cost of this and it
should be available in time for the 2007 show season. Members will be sent copies which should be used to pro-
mote both the breed and the club and certainly should be given to all those buying pigs from you or even express-
ing more than just a passing interest.

In this edition is an invitation to renew your membership. We know that there are lots of demands on your hard-
earned cash and lots of things you could use it for but the BSBC subscription represents great value for money and
we value each and every one of our members so please don't let your membership lapse. As well as sending a
cheque or PO or signing up to a Standing Order, we've nhow made life even easier and you can renew your mem-
bership on-line via PayPal on the Club website—www.saddlebacks.org.uk. Go to Club then to option 1 and follow
the instructions—it's easy!

What does the BSBC offer?
Free advertising of pigs in the newsletter and on the Club website
Free geographical listing on website
Quarterly colour newsletter with news, features, show dates/results, advice etc.
Public Liability insurance for all members whilst showing pigs
Participation in the points-based BS Pig of the Year competition
Participation in the annual BS Champion of Champions competition
Breed Champion rosettes at all UK shows with pig classes
Participation in Workshops and Members’ Days
Opportunity to participate in online messageboard to raise queries, topics etc.
The Club promotes the breed through PR and selected advertising and via displays at shows

Your continued participation is important to us. As a healthy, vibrant organisation representing most if not all pedi-
gree breeders, we can bring influence to bear where it is needed and help to protect the best interests of the breed.

Finally, it helps greatly if you renew promptly. Ch asing up outstanding subs is time-consuming and unn ec-
essary. The simplest solution is to sign upto a St  anding Order which takes the hassle out of the job com-
pletely .
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The year 2006 is now coming to an end and what a great year it has been for the Club.
Membership has now increased to over 150 members.

Saddlebacks have excelled at all the shows during the summer.
In July we had a very successful workshop at Stephen Booth’s farm in Cheshire and |

would like to thank Stephen and his family for hosting this event and for all the hard work
they putinto it.

We had our Champion of Champions competition at Hatfield Show. The
winner of this event was Andy Gready and | would like to congratulate
him on his success.

In October we had our AGM at Jimmy’s Farm . After seeing Jimmy’s
Farm on TV, it was nice to see it in reality. The meeting was very well
attended with around 50 people there, who, after the meeting, enjoyed a
hog roast lunch and then a tour around the pigs and the Woodland Na-
ture Trail. | would like to thank Jimmy and his staff for making this a
memorable day.

I would like to thank Richard for all the hard work he does for the Club
and the enjoyable newsletters he produces.

L . Mandy Booth about to parade a pig in front of delteg
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year to assess breed points at the summer workshopoPiyot

Richard Lutwyche

Member’s events travel around the country in an effort to make them as accessible as possible to all members. Thus
the 2005 AGM & Members’ Day was in Wiltshire and the 2006 Workshop in Cheshire. For this year's AGM & Mem-
bers’ Day, we moved east to Suffolk, on the southern outskirts of Ipswich for a day at Jimmy’s Farm .

Most UK-based members at least will be familiar with Jim Doherty and his enterprise to establish a viable business
breeding pigs and selling his own pork and bacon to the general public through his farm shop and farmers’ markets
from the popular BBC TV programme Jimmy’s Farm . Starting from scratch with no farming background and strug-
gling financially brought much criticism from some armchair pundits among the pig fraternity. What they failed to rec-
ognise was that the TV people would film literally hundreds if not thousands of hours to produce four hours of view-
ing and with clever editing would portray the farm lurching from one crisis to another because this is what the viewers
want. Thus this was an opportunity for BSBC members to see for themselves.

The programme is a popular choice in the TV schedules and we should be thankful and grateful to Jim and Michaela
for basing their enterprise around the Saddleback breed, with a huge amount of resulting publicity. Oh how the other
breeds would love that level of promotion on primetime viewing!

Having gathered around 50 people together and enjoyed coffee on arrival, the AGM proceeded smoothly with the
finances in a healthy state of profit and membership numbers growing steadily. The Committee and officials were re-
elected en bloc and the only point under discussion during AOB was the fact that 2 members present had seen a
litter born in each of their herds with total levels of mis-marking, even mis-colouration with red. This led to some de-
gree of discussion but no firm conclusions. With grading up having been permitted with Hampshires in the past and
more litters being raised today than for over 30 years, it may just be something we will see more of. Perhaps mem-
bers would like to report such instances to the Secretary (with a digital photograph if possible), so that, over time, we
can record if this is becoming more of an issue.

After the meeting, delegates enjoyed a spectacular lunch of a Saddleback hog roast with side dishes and beer or soft
drinks, all generously provided by Jim and prepared and served by his team. We were treated like royalty.
(cont over)
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With no rushing between events, there was plenty of opportunity for members to meet and discuss issues in time-
honoured fashion and an enjoyable chinwag was enjoyed by most.

The next stage was a tour around the pigs and the farm and delegates split into two groups, the more energetic with
Andy, the senior stockman, while those who had overdone the hog roast took a shorter route with Jimmy. What we
saw was a working farm with a good number of mainly Saddleback pigs all outside and generally looking well. Andy
has organised a system that works and is providing the shop with a steady supply of pigs every week. We also saw
Red Poll cattle, sheep, poultry and turkeys and took the Woodland Trail that has been established for the many visi-
tors.

All'in all it was a most enjoy-
able day and the Club
thanks Jim, Michaela and
their dedicated team for all
their hospitality and hard
work in organising the whole
il event.

BY —
Members enjoyed the chance to speak directly to
Jimmy during lunch.

The gathering as members_from aI over the UK ogether
again.

Senior stockman Andy with a boar bought from
John Wreakes’ Victoria herd.

When two old-timers get together... Jim Appletoar{tj Alan
Rose (r.) who between them are among the longestige
devotees of the breed.

Youngstock out of doors are healthy and growing
well.

Jim made a great offer to the Club during talks out  side the
meeting—everyone attending one of The Essex Pig Co’ s
workshops in 2007 will be made an Associate Member of the
BSBC paid for by Jim. That's great Jim—it'll helpb  oost
membership numbers enormously. THANKYOU Jim, froma |
of us.

= v - o
J e -

oy & . n L W
Jim briefs delegates on how the farm operates befetting out
on the tour.

Photos by Richard Lutwyche
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Send your contribution to The Editor—see back page
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(Reproduced from the internet)
Jeremy Powell, DVMExtension Veterinariar§teven JoneBxtension Horse Specialist

Introduction
wo types of mange mites affect swisarcoptes scabiiar. suisis the most common cause of
mange in domestic and wild swine. It was first népd in 1857, and today there is worldwide
distribution of this external parasite. Mange letdan extensive loss in performance and pro-
ductivity. Economical impact estimates are in thadreds of millions of dollars for the swine indyst
worldwide. In the United States, sarcoptic mange psevalent problem. Swine can also be affected by

Demodex phylloidedut these infestations are much less common.
Figure 1

Sarcoptic mites are barely visible to the naked(&ygure 1). The mite appears as a tiny
white speck against a dark background. Generalfyiceoscope is used to aid in the diagno-
sis of this condition.

Transmission

Mites are primarily spread through direct animaitegt. Different species of mites affect a varitjivestock hosts.
Each of these is host specific. Therefore, swinagaanites can only affect pigs and cannot survivenan, other
livestock or pets. Mange mites can live off thetrardy a day or two because they are susceptibdat@ronmental
conditions. Moderate ambient temperatures and lhighidity (normal swine facility conditions) may Igthen their
survival time off the host.

Life Cycle

The life cycle of the mite takes approximately @d# days to complete
(Figure 2). An adult male and female will mate ba surface of the skir
Then, the female mites burrow into the outer layfeskin using mechan
cal destruction and salivary secretions. Femaleed@s in the skin tun-
nels at a rate of 1 to 3 eggs a day. In approxiyatelays, the eggs hat{ e mar - 1 ' %
in the tunnels. After developing through a larvadlawo nymphal stage ~

the mites will reach adulthood in 6 to 9 days. &Helt females can live
up to 30 daysFigure 2 i

Clinical Signs Nymohs

The “tunneling” action of the mites leads to se@&im irritation. Pigs
can respond to a mite infestation one of two watrse-hypersensitive
form or the hyperkeratotic (chronic) form.

Adult Mites

_ male

Female

larys EEss

- X
. . . Larwae mrolt B

The hyperkeratotic form may be found in animalsdhths of age and vy

older and is much less common than the hypersea$drm. Common larvae

findings include thickened, rough, encrusted, Gisdn lesions that are

dull gray or brown in appearance. These lesions lmeafpund on the ears, head, neck, shoulder or Migss are usually present

in very large numbers in these areas.

The hypersensitive response is typically seen imgo growing animals. It leads to very intenseiitebs, dermatitis and raised,
red papules on the rump, abdomen, flank, head arsd i left untreated, these signs can last ulBtaveeks after the initial in-
festation. These animals will rub and scratch ttiated skin resulting in hair loss, abrasiontlessness and decreased per-
formance.
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Regardless of the form of mange, mites can be dsgphby scraping the periphery
of the affected area and viewing the scrapings woil@nmersion through a micro-
scope. Pigs affected with the hyperkeratotic foraymnly show mild itchiness.
These animals can act as carriers to expose aikeegtible hosts.

Treatment and Control

Several products for treatment are currently omtheket. Topical sprays can be
used to kill adults, nymphs and larvae. Eggs asistant to sprays, so two to three
applications may be needed according to labelunstms to effectively treat in-
fested animals. The spray-on products include pegmime(Ectiba®), amitraz
(Taktio®), fenvalerate (Ectrib) and phosmet (Prolat. It is important to com-
pletely cover the animals with spray-on producterier to prevent inadequate treat-
ments. Injectable products can also be used totafédy treat mange in swine. The
injectable products include ivermectin (lvore¢@nd doramectin (Dectomak The
label recommended dosage for these products Will@0 percent of adult mites and
immature forms. Because eggs will not be killedeaond dose might be necessary
in two weeks to effectively eliminate mange. Whedministering any of the above
products, one should follow manufacturer’s instiams closely, and remember to
pay attention to withdrawal periods.

In a recent research trial that was conductedeaUttiversity of Arkansas, doramectin (Dectompdemonstrated ade-
quate effectiveness agairgarcoptes scabieiar. suis* Twenty-two pigs that had naturally occurring mangiee infestations
were used in the trial. During the study, doranmeatas administered to the infested pigs at 300agiams per kilogram of
body weight. After treatment, all pigs proved négafor mites in the 7- to 28-day post-treatmeniquk

Some animals may develop a secondary bacterialisféction when affected by mange. These animatstmatreated using
antibiotic and anti-inflammatory therapy. Oldermails that are chronically infested with mange stidag culled from the herd
to eliminate any source of mange mit&Be information given herein is for educationalgmses only. Reference to commercial products
or trade names is made with the understandingrihaliscrimination is intended and no endorsemerthbyArkansas Cooperative Extension
Service is implied.

Printed by University of Arkansas Cooperative Ezten Service Printing Services.

JEREMY POWELL, DVM , is Extension veterinarian al®TEVEN JONESis Extension horse specialist, University of Arkasi®ivision of Agriculture, Cooperative
Extension Service. Powell is located in Fayette\dlhd Jones is located in Little Rock.

Pigs from the Past

Messrs Davison & Logsdon’s Elsworth Grand Ducheas Reserve Essex Breed Champion at the 1951 Rogal $he Breed Champion was Messrs A
H Carter & Sons’ Tydd Green Dictator which was uatss throughout the season winning five other chianghips.

Photos by Farmer & Stockbreeder
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ar notching to identify British Saddleback piglets can be done with a semi-circular, or more often, a “V"- shaped

pair of notching pliers. These are precision metal (usually stainless steel) instruments available for purchase or
order at most animal health suppliers. Depending on the size of the notching pliers, piglets are most commonly
notched at between one and eight weeks of age. | find three to four weeks is an ideal age because at this size the
piglets are not too heavy to handle, but large enough to notch comfortably and precisely. Though not impossible to
do by oneself, this is one task that is infinitely much easier to do with the help of a friend.

One person could catch and hold the piglet, and the other can perform the notching and make a note of the num-
bers. It is also an ideal opportunity at which to check the underlines of each piglet to determine if they may be consid-
ered good enough to rear as potential breeding stock.

As a rule of general good husbandry and welfare, it is always kinder to the piglet to have the notching done prior to
weaning. Done with care and quiet efficiency, the procedure ought not to cause a great set-back to the young pigs,
but, inevitably some stress will be caused, and thus it is inadvisable that this should coincide with post-weaning
changes to diet and management.

Before handling the piglets, remove the sow from her nursing quarters, and place her in a secure pen as far away as
practicably possible — ideally out of earshot, in order that any squealing from the piglets does not cause her unneces-
sary distress. It will take only a few minutes to notch the litter, and then the mother can be brought back to rejoin her
piglets.

The semi-circular U-shaped notch is shown on tfietlee sharper, V-notch on the right. Photos by The numbering system especially for Saddlebacks.
Nicholas Hargrave This is always shown on the website for easy refer-
ence.

Concentration is important when notching, as a notch placed in the wrong position is hard to move. You only get one
chance, so especially when doing your first litter, take a diagram with you, and check very carefully before taking any
little triangles out of the piglets’ ears.

The notching plan used is unique and specific to British Saddleback pigs, and | personally find it much preferable to
the system employed by the other coloured pig breeds. As can be seen from the diagram, NOT every digit is repre-
sented, but by COMBINING the numbers that are used, it is possible to notch consecutively from 1 to 399. Above
399, it is permissible to use a hole punch to represent the number 400, and thus carry on until 799, but nowadays
few herds are of a size where this would be necessary.

While you will have little trouble notching and subsequently reading notches on the outside of the ear, it is recog-
nized that where the 100 and 200 notches are placed, the ear cartilage can be thicker than at the other notch sites,
and so care needs to be taken to not notch too close to the head. A little closer towards the tip of the ear is prefer-
able, making sure that 100 and 200 would not be confused with the 3 and 30 positions.

In order to avoid problems of infection at the notch sites, you may wish to give each site a short spray with a topical
antibiotic such as Terramycin, but generally you will find that as long as the piglets are housed in a clean and well-
bedded area, infections around the notched sites are very few and far between. | would advise that after each batch
of piglets, you wash the notching pliers in warm soapy water, and thoroughly dry them before putting them away, as
they are not cheap items, and will last for many years if well looked after.
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In the DEFRA publication “ code of recommendations for the welfare of pigs"PB7950, which all pig keepers MUST
have a copy of, notching should only be carried out by competent and trained operators, using equipment appropri-
ate for the task, and following manufacturers instructions.

Learn how to read ear numbers without constant
reference to the guide for easier herd management.
Photo by Nicholas Hargrave.

Please keep sending in your photos—we
need constant supplies for the newsletter,
leaflets and publicity material.

From Anne Ward in Blackpool

One of our younger members, Daniel Vooght from Bewhose name
appears quite regularly in the show results dowerétin recent times.

Elaine Fairley in Northern Ireland is another whash
found winning ways and is a great supporter of $&dd
backs in the Province.
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You will, no doubt, be aware by now of the new regulations that come into effect early in the New Year (2007), These
were thoroughly covered in the most recent BPA Newsletter so there should be no need to repeat all the information
here.

Anyone who transports livestock (even pigs to shows at this stage) and intends to cover a journey of more than
65lkm (approx 40m) must apply for an Authorisation Certificate.

These at this stage are granted by downloading and completing a fairly straightforward form. To do so go to
http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalh/welfare/farmed/transport/eu-transporting.htm

This requirement is effective for anyone transporting livestock with effect from 5 January 2007 so make your ap-
plication as quickly as possible.

As there will be a deluge of applications and Defra will give priority to livestock hauliers, ensure that you make a
copy of your completed application and carry it with you on all relevant journeys until such time as you receive
your Authorisation Certificate. You would be well advised to obtain a proof of posting receipt from the Post Office
in case of any dispute over lost applications.

Pigs from the Past

Wessex Saddleback Champion at the 1951 Royal \8eésh, Mr R W Ward’s Wingrave
Chieftan.
Photo by Farmer & Stockbreeder

Royal Show Wessex Saddleback Breed Champion in
1951 was Messrs E Brill & Sons’ Merryfield Har-
mony 3

Photo by Farmer & Stockbreeder
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BRITISH SADDLEBACK BLOODLINES:

Alvis, Babble, Bell, Belle, Biddy, Bountiful, Choice, Charm, Colleen, Dinah, Duchess,
Edloma, Fidra, Gamma, Grand Duchess, Hilda, Ivy, Joyful, Lady, Lassie, Lottie, Lucy,
Mary, Molly, Octavia, Red Rose, Rose, Rosette, Shamrock, Silver Wings, Spot, Swift.

Carl, Consort, Dictator, Dominator, Earl Simon, General, Golden Arrow, Grand Duke,
Guardsman, Prefect, Rajah, Stockbroker, Viscount, Walter.
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In olden days pigs were put to all sorts of uses and this picture comes from the 19th century in Belgium when pigs were harnessed to do the
ploughing. This didn’t just happen in European countries. There are recordings of pigs being used to draw the plough in the Hebrides off Western
Scotland in the 1800s and also in the New Forest in Hampshire where the Wessex Saddleback came from. Why not have a go at colouring in this
drawing?

This is a very old postcard celebrating St Patrick’s Day. Pigs were featured a lot in greetings cards
because they were considered lucky. Next time we will look at collecting postcards as a hobby. It's
quite cheap and you'll never collect them all so why not start a collection now? The shows are a
great place to find modern ones and old collector’s shops and car boot sales often throw up exam-
ples of old ones.
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Coal Yeat Pedigree Saddleback Pigs

Quality Breeding & Growing Stock always available

Boar lines: Carl, Dictator, Golden Arrow, Grand @uk
Prefect, Stockbroker

Female lines: Babble, Dinah, Grand Duchess, Ivy; Lo
tie, Rosette, Silver Wings

Winning pigs in the showring and with the butcher!
Call John Suitcliffe,

South Cumbria
07887 731552
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This painting of an Essex sow and litter by animal artist C E Tunnicliffe was
almost certainly completed in the 1940s or 50s. You can see that the sow
was wearing a leather harness, a common grazing system at the time. It
saved on fencing and sows with their litters would be tethered to a stake in
the ground with a swivel. From here they had freedom of movement over a
large area and into an ark. The piglets were free to roam but always came
back to their dam. In firm ground this was a good system and it is a little
surprising that with the resumption of extensive pig production, it hasn’'t been
reintroduced. (It is not the same restrictive system as outlawed in ‘stalls and
tethers’ where the sow has little freedom of movement). We used this system
for a while in the 1950s before the introduction of electric fences and it never
caused any welfare problems. It was a lovely sight seeing litters of around
the same age forming into gangs and enjoying the freedom to run and play
over a large area before returning to mum for a feed and a sleep.
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