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�� he greatest density (in the nicest possible way) of 
BSBC members is in the South West of England so 
this year our AGM & Members’ Day travels down to 

Devon for what promises to be a special occasion at River 
Cottage HQ., home of Hugh Fearnely-Whittingstall’s enter-
prises near Axminster.  

Hugh doesn’t breed pigs down there but buys in pigs to fat-
ten—mainly Saddlebacks. Viewers of his popular TV series 
will have seen Club Vice-Chairman, Peggy Darvill, helping 
Hugh at various stages of his pig enterprise. As well as the 
AGM and a tour around the set-up, a fine lunch of a Ruby Red Devon Beef casserole 
will be prepared by Hugh’s team from meat from cattle raised on the farm. 

The Date for your Diary is Sunday November 4th. Pla ces are strictly limited to 
60 so it is a case of first come, first served. An application form is enclosed so 
please send yours back by return together with your  cheque for £11.75 per per-
son to cover lunch and refreshments. The agenda etc appears inside. 
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�� t their last meeting in July, the 
Club Committee agreed to 
award a new bronze medal to 

the annual winners of the British Sad-
dleback Champion of Champions and 
to the runner-up. This is in addition to 
the rosette and sash which the winner 
keeps and the trophy which is handed 
back each year. 
 
These quality, heavy medals featuring 
a British Saddleback sow in relief will 
become much sought after by show-
men around the country and will set 
standards that other competition or-
ganisers can only envy. Supplied in a 
special display folder, these medals 
will make a truly special prize for the 
outstanding pig of the breed in each 
year. 
 
Sadly, because of the Foot & Mouth outbreak , our competition could not he held this 
year. Firstly, Hatfield House Show in mid-August where the finals were due to be 
judged, was cancelled. We made provisional arrangements to switch the competition 
to the Newbury Show in mid-September but the organisers cancelled all livestock be-
fore the restrictions were lifted from the first outbreak. Some lobbying took place to 
move the event to Westmorland Show but the Committee felt that as a one day, mid-
week show so far north, it would not be representative and voted against the move. 
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The plaster mould from which the casting is under-
taken. 
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP REACHES NEW RECORD 
The current list of paid-up members at the financial year end of 31st August stood at 
174, a growth of 34 since last Summer’s edition of ����������	 
����	 and a 
total  that makes the Club a significant body representing so many breeders and so 
many pigs. However, there are still more people with Saddlebacks out there and 
please do encourage them all to join whenever you meet them. Subscription rates 

are lower than for any of the other Clubs and we certainly offer value for money for anyone interested in the breed. 
 
BLOODLINE SURVEY 
The BPA are about to circulate all pedigree breeders with a new Bloodline Survey which can be filled in online or by 
pen and ink and the postal service. This will be the first such survey since early 2005 and is an essential tool in tell-
ing not only the BPA but the Club as well, of the status of endangered bloodlines. What is the situation over the rar-
est bloodlines—Earl Simon, Stockbroker, Viscount and Walter in the boars and Bell, Bountiful, Choice, Duchess, 
Lucy, Molly and Spot among the females? It is so easy to lose them and once they’ve gone, impossible almost to 
retrieve the situation. 
 
So please, when you receive your survey form, do re spond whether by mail or on line. Do it accurately and 
promptly and let’s ensure that the Saddleback surve y is prompt and as complete as possible. Even if yo u 
feel that the BPA aren’t doing much for you, this i s so important for the welfare of the breed in sign alling 
where early action is needed, that we urge everyone  to respond. We will do everything we can to turn the results 
into positive action and will 
undertake to publish the 
results for everyone’s 
benefit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE 2006 AGM 

 
Annual General Meeting  

At Essex Pig Co., Pennington Hall Farm, Wherstead, Ipswich, Suffolk 
By kind invitation of Mr Jim Doherty 

Sat. 21st October, 2006 
 

Minutes 
 

In attendance : 32 members (with a number of family guests) as per the register 
In the absence of the President, the Chairman, Mr Jim Appleton, took the Chair. 
 

1. Apologies were received from: 
Mesdames Deborah Beeby, Sarah Bennion, Helen Browning, Wendy Charles-Warner, Peggy Darvill, Jenni-
fer Gracey, Janice Kirkpatrick & Messrs Irving Carter, Denis Houlston, David Jackson, Chris Neale, Julian 
Newth, Nick Read, Robert Robinson, Stephan Smyth, John Sutcliffe, Andrew Warriner, Aled Williams. 

Alan Rose’s 1998 Royal Show 
Champion, Maddaford Choice 10, 
one of the bloodlines down to just 2 
registered sows in 2005. Are there 
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3. Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising. 
 

4. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman said he was delighted to report another successful year for the Club with growing member-
ship, a substantial presence of quality pigs at the shows and a trade in pedigree pigs that was better than for 
more years than he could remember. He thanked Stephen Booth and his family for hosting such a success-
ful workshop in the spring and said that he felt that the Club should consider organising another soon in a 
different part of the country. 
 
He congratulated Andy Gready for the boar with which he had won this year’s Champion of Champions and 
said that he competition was a worthy reflection on the health of the breed today.  
 
Finally, he thanked Jim Doherty for hosting today’s meeting and generously supplying the hog roast and re-
freshments and said he was looking forward to seeing the set-up in the flesh rather than on the small screen. 
 

5. Secretary’s Report 
The Secretary confirmed that membership has continued to grow and develop and that the Club now repre-
sented the vast majority of breeders in the UK. The website too was an important tool in helping to spread 
awareness with over 16,000 hits in the year. Members were reminded that the Interactive Noticeboard was 
there to help them communicate with other breeders and potential customers and that he hoped more peo-
ple would make regular use of it. 
 
The final of the Champion of Champions at Hatfield House Show was a most successful event with a large 
turnout of quality pigs before the judge, Mr Vaughan Byrne. Despite being the last competition of the show, a 
good number of spectators remained and it proved to be an excellent shop window for the breed. The com-
petiton was won by Mr Andy Gready with Heytesbury Bell 11 and the runner-up was Mrs Anne Long’s Frans-
green Grand Duke 330. 
 

6. Accounts to 31 st August 2005 
The Treasurer took the meeting through the accounts for the year. Whilst turnover was up by a small 
amount, the increase in profit was much greater without the insurance premium and publicity expenditure on 
the banners and website. However, Mr Rose pointed out that the insurance premium would be seen again in 
the next set of accounts.  
 
The Treasurer reported current balances as being £593.28 on current a/c and £1514.58 on deposit. 
 
The accounts were accepted as a true record, proposed by Mr Rose and seconded by Mr Wreakes. 
 

7.    Election of Officers 
 The Chairman advised the meeting that with no new nominations having been received, he proposed that 
the officers and committee be re-elected en bloc. Seconded by Mr Hargrave. 

President – Mr Wylie Turnbull  
Chairman – Mr Jim Appleton  
Vice-Chairman – Mrs Peggy Darvill  
Secretary & Treasurer – Mr Richard Lutwyche  
Committee – Messrs Stephen Booth, Vaughan Byrne, Nick Hargrave, Alan Rose, Stan Samuels, Angus Sto-
vold and John Wreakes were elected.  
Messrs Andy Gready, Denis Houlston and Julian Newth were co-opted. 
 

8. Any Other Business 
 
Mr Burwell announced that he had recently farrowed a pure-bred litter including some red-coloured Saddle-
backs and some marked as GOS. Another member reported a similar experience. Mr Byrne responded 
pointing out that in generations past there were some gradings-up using Hampshires which may have influ-
enced some of the problems now being seen. Mr Rose reinforced this saying that ABRO had done this work 
resulting in the Walter boar line and that the Lassie line had been accepted into the herd book from non-
registered pigs. It was queried if the sows in question might have been served a second time by a different 
breed boar. 
 
The Chairman presented the Hersham Perpetual Trophy, a sash and rosette for the Pig of the Year to Miss 
Lucy Perkins on behalf of Miss Amanda Thomas for her gilt Pantysgawan Silver Wings 48 who had amassed 
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British Saddleback 
Breeders' Club - Income 

& Expenditure to 
31/8/2006 

    

Opening Bank Balance £943.70    

     

INCOME  2006 2005 2004 

Membership Subscriptions  £2,100.00 £1,665.00 £165.00 

Interest  £16.36 £9.61 £8.52 

Donations  £36.00 £55.00 £0.00 

Grant  £0.00 £500.00 £0.00 

Workshop  £279.00 £0.00 £0.00 

TOTAL  £2,431.36 £2,229.61 £173.52 

     

EXPENDITURE     

Newsletter  £729.15 £507.50 £36.80 

Postage  £248.78 £283.74 £0.00 

Advertising  £80.80 £43.00 £0.00 

Publicity  £0.00 £480.00 £0.00 

Insurance  -£5.00 £345.00 £0.00 

Rosettes  £200.88 £92.43 £0.00 

Donations  £0.00 £50.00 £0.00 

Miisc Administration  £101.65 £198.23 £0.00 

TOTAL  £1,356.26 £1,999.90 £36.80 

     

Operating Profit for y/e 31/8/06  £1,075.10 £229.71 £136.72 

     

Closing Bank Balance £2,018.80    

     

Report of the Accountant to the      

British Saddleback Breeders' 
Club  

    

     

 I have checked this unaudited 
financial statement from the ac-
counting records and information 
and explanations supplied to me. 

Signed: 
 
Dated: 
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British Saddleback Breeders’ Club 
Dryft Cottage 
South Cerney 
Cirencester 

Gloucestershire, GL7 5UB 
Tel/fax: 01285 860229 

e-mail: mail@saddlebacks.org.uk 
 

To: All Members of the British Saddleback Breeders’ Club 
 
24th September, 2007 
 
 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
 

Please note that the AGM of the British Saddleback Breeders’ Club will be held at River Cottage HQ., Axminster, 
Devon (full details and a map will be sent to all delegates) on Sunday 4th November 2007 at 11.30 am. 
 
 

Agenda 
 

1 Apologies for non-attendance 
2 Minutes of the AGM held at the Jimmy’s Farm near Ipswich on Sat 21st October 2006 
3 Matters arising 
4 Chairman’s Report for year to 31st August 2007 
5 Secretary’s report 
6 Accounts to 31st August 2007 
7 Election of Officers* – President – (Mr Wylie Turnbull)  
  Chairman (Mr Jim Appleton) 

 Vice-Chairman (Mrs Peggy Darvill) 
 Secretary & Treasurer (Mr Richard Lutwyche) 
 Committee (Messrs Stephen Booth, Vaughan Byrne, Nick Hargrave, Alan Rose, Stan Samuels, An-
gus  
 Stovold, John Wreakes & co-opted Messrs Andy Gready, Denis Houlston, Julian Newth) 

8 Any other business 
 
 
Richard Lutwyche 
Secretary and  
Treasurer 
 
*If you would like to nominate a member for one of the posts listed who is not already shown, please contact the 
Secretary for a nomination form (contact details appear above). As well as nominating them, they themselves must 
sign the form to indicate agreement to 
stand and a sec- onder must also com-
plete and sign the paper. 
 
 

2007 Annual General Meeting—Agenda 

IMPORTANT 
 

This venue is only available if FMD has not spread beyond the Sur-
rey area by 4th November. In the event that it has,  the meeting will 
be reconvened to another location in the South West  without live-
stock in situ. All delegates will be informed in go od time. 
 
However, please do book early so that we can organi se the event 
and we will do everything possible to make this as interesting an 
entertaining as possible. 
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�� happened to be on a Greek Island when my Aus-
sie stockman rang to say that he had heard that a 
local farm, less than 3 miles away from our main 

holding, was being tested for F&M. I dismissed his 
phone call to rumour and promptly phoned our vet who 
confirmed the story but said it was merely precaution-
ary. I went to bed fairly happy. At 2am I woke with a 
loathing in my stomach, found my phone which had 30 
missed calls and 25 messages, the first message con-
firmed my worst fear.  
 
I never went back to bed. I spent Saturday on the 
phone, organising a plane home, talking to Defra, talk-
ing to the press and organising the farm. Our problem 
was that we run 8 holdings; 2 cattle farms were in the 
Protection Zone (next to Prides Farm), 5 were in the 
Surveillance Zone mostly cattle farms but one with 
sheep/cattle and pigs and Lydling Home Farm with 
4000 outdoor pigs as well as cattle and my herd of Sad-
dlebacks consisting of 14 breeding sows, 3 boars and quite a few gilts (lines include Biddy, Ivy, Alvis, Lassie, Grand 
Duchess, Red Rose, Stockbroker, Dictator and Golden Arrow). One cattle farm with 80-odd Aberdeen Angus were 
outside both zones. All our cattle are pedigree Aberdeen Angus. 
 
From Greece I organised a complete shutdown of the holdings, getting one stockman on each place with disinfectant 
and orders to stop any unnecessary vehicle movements. The Pride family whose cattle went down would have driven 
past my farm constantly. Our main holding was between both Protection Zones.  
 
On the Sunday I spoke to the BPA Chief Executive who was very helpful. Sunday also brought my first scare when a 
stockman had lost an animal and one had a sore on its nose. Greece was a long way away. “Find the animal and call 
Defra” the farm was next to Lex Farm in Elstead, which was being culled so I feared the worst. I left my wife and 3 
kids and got a flight home. The papers on the plane were all headlining on F&M. I saw a quote by me; I thought that 
if it were true, I could be the headlines tomorrow. At Gatwick a phone call said the animal had been found drowned in 
the river (first one for over 10 years) and Defra were happy it was just a sore. All the Defra vets were very profes-
sional throughout the ordeal. 
 
Sunday evening I shut myself in at Lydling Home farm, and spoke to all the stockmen. We had just started our new 
stock manager, Tom, who was replacing the Aussie who was leaving the following week. I got my father off from holi-
day and he took a farm, as well as the gamekeeper who took a farm, an 85 year old ex stockman and my father’s 
gardener both took farms. We had Liz, another Aussie who is working on the farm, and wants to be a vet - she took a 
large farm with over 100 Aberdeen Angus cattle, pigs and a small (40) flock of Wiltshire Horns. On the Monday she 
found 3 lame cows, which was rare. She got them in and lifting a foot she saw sores and phoned me. I phoned Defra 
and then phoned David Legget of United Auctions Perth, regarding valuations of the cattle as I feared the worst. I 
spoke to Sky News who were camped out at the bottom of the lane. It took 6 hours for the vets to arrive; they were 
veterans of the 2001 outbreak and phoned the all-clear; it was probably foul. 
 
The next day we had Defra vets for an inspection of all livestock, which they repeated daily for pigs and every other 
day for sheep and cattle. This went on till the 24th of August and a final bleeding of sheep on the 2nd of September. 
 
I was involved in the vaccination consultation, which was being suggested by animal welfare groups and the Lib 
Dems. I always felt that the possibilities of vaccination to live were a good option. That is until I understood the is-
sues. Any EU state can demand the use of vaccination to prevent cross border spread. We have a policy of vaccina-
tion to live rather than vaccination to death which was used successfully by the Dutch several years ago. This was 
when you take a 5km radius around an infected farm and you vaccinate from the outside in and when you get to the 
middle you cull. Vaccination to live is a far cheaper option for the Government because you keep animals alive and 
so there is no paying for the cull, keeping live animals also satisfies the welfare lobby. 
 
BUT what they don’t tell you is that it would create a zone within the country, which would be an F&M zone with an 
outer zone which would be a Surveillance Zone. All animals would be vaccinated within the inner zone (every 4  
 

 

Foot & Mouth Disease—The Story From The Front Line by Angus Stovold 

Angus Stovold with one of his prize-winning herd of Saddlebacks. 

Richard has asked me to pen my experiences regarding the recent foot and mouth outbreak. 
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months for pigs, which is a powerful argument against the welfare lobby especially if you have several thousand out-
door pigs). All animals within the zone can only go for meat, and must then be de-boned. No animal would ever been 
allowed to leave the zone except for meat, so all our breeding animals would be worthless, as would our Saddleback 
pigs. One in five vaccinated animals carry and display signs of the disease. So not for me! I lobbied everyone I knew 
on vaccinations. 
 
On the 2/3 of September I had 3 litters born away from 
the farm, Lassie, Alvis and Grand Duchess, we lost one 
or two to foxes but they were fine.   
 
At least all the livestock made it through, unlike the Em-
mersons who I know very well, who where the last to be 
culled but tests show their stock were in fact, clear of the 
disease. The Emmersons are well respected in the local 
farming community; they have developed the local mar-
keting theme and have built up a successful farming 
business from scratch. It was a cruel twist of fate that 
farms either side of them succumbed to F&M. I spoke to 
them regularly and they felt they were under a death 
sentence for a week; it was lame pigs that was the nail in 
the coffin. They will recover, but it will take time. 
 
I have been involved with two other aspects of the Foot 
and Mouth crisis. There is a Defra department involved 
with Emergency Disease Control, such as bird flu and 
foot and mouth etc. and we were involved with them on two sites, one near Prides Farm and the other our home 
farm, looking at how we did not get the virus. They looked at all aspects of our farming operation for the month of 
July, from fencing, animal movements, visitors, bio-security (good as a high health-status farm), wind direction, river 
flow, flooding, etc. I came to the conclusion that we did not get it because the Prides spotted F&M really quickly; they 
are also very good farmers, again selling everything at their farm shop. I always thought their cattle were of the high-
est order. The farms here in Surrey are not interlinked but are spread out; another factor was that F&M did not get 

into any large farms. Other reasons I think were the swiftness 
of the Defra closedown, and the general good level of bio-
security on local farms. 
 
I was a volunteer spokesman for the NFU, and as well as vari-
ous media interviews, I have read and responded to media to 
the HSE and Spratt reports on the F&M outbreak from Pir-
bright. I’m afraid it is a Government cop out; it has deliberately 
not found any organisation, either Merial or the Government’s 
Institute for Animal Health, responsible for the bio-security 
failure, so the NFU will find it very hard to make a case 
against them, or reassure me as a local farmer that it will not 
happen again. This made me angry. The Prime Minister said 
he would leave no stone unturned in the hunt for the source of 
the outbreak yet their is a gaping hole in the report regarding 
the F&M virus source and the Government response to it is 
that no action will be taken to find the source. Peter Ainsworth 
the shadow Minister of Agriculture came to the farm to discuss 

the report; he will ask questions but is not hopeful of nailing them on this. 
 
At noon on the 8th of September, our restrictions were finally lifted; the pig farm has some 700 pigs ready to go, most 
were very fat and I have lost several sales of breeding stock including an export job to Denmark, BUT we did get 
through it in the end. 
 
My thanks to everyone who sent messages of support – it meant a great deal to all of us to know that you were think-
ing of us. 
 
This article was written after the first restrictions were lifted and before the second round of outbreaks in the Egham 
area. Angus’s farms are not in the latest Surveillance Zone area. 
 
Updates on the Foot & Mouth Disease and its restric tions are posted in the Forum section of the Club’s  web-

Foot & Mouth Disease—The Story From The Front Line by Angus Stovold (cont) 

The 2001 epidemic resulted in the slaughter of around 10 mil-
lion head of livestock. 

Saddlebacks at Lydling Farm near Godalming were under 
constant threat throughout the first outbreak this year. 
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SHOW RESULTS 

 
 
 

 
 

The Royal Show, 1-4 July  
Judge: Mr Vaughan Byrne 
 
Senior Boar 
1st—Mrs A Long, Fransgreen Grand Duke 330 
 
July Boar 
1st—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Grand Duke 200 
 
January Boar 
1st—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Grand Duke 232 
 
Sow born before 1/1/06 
1st—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Dinah 45 
 
Sow born before 1/7/06 
1st—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Babble 170 
 
July Gilt 
1st– Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Silverwings 26 
2nd—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Babble 180 
 
September Gilt 
1st—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Dinah 64 
2nd—Mr & Mrs A P Rose, Maddaford Babble 
 
January Gilt 
1st—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Dinah 69 
 
MALE CHAMPION  - Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Grand Duke 200 
Reserve Male Champion—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges G Duke 232 
 
FEMALE CHAMPION— Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Dinah 45 
Reserve Female Champion—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Babble 
170 
 
BREED CHAMPION—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Dinah 45 
RESERVE BREED CHAMPION—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges G Duke 
200 
 
___________________________________________________
______________ 
 

Newark & Notts Show 12-13 May 
Judge: Mr Nick Hunkin  
Mixed Traditional Breeds Classes  
 
BREED CHAMPION—Mr & Mrs J R Wreakes, Victoria 
Guardsman 260 
RESERVE BREED CHAMPION—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges 
Grand Duke 200 
 
___________________________________________________
______________ 
 

Suffolk County Show 30-31 May 
Judge: Mr Julian Collings 
Mixed Coloured Breeds Classes  
 
BREED CHAMPION—Otley College, Helmingham Joyful 35 
 
___________________________________________________
______________ 
 

 

 
 
 
Devon County Show, 17-19 May  
Judge: Mrs Helen Tongue 
  
Senior Boar 
1st - Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Stockbroker 
 
July Boar 
1st—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Golden Arrow 
 
Sow 
1st– Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Dinah 45 
 
July Gilt 
1st—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Silverwings 25 
 
January Boar 
1st—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe 
 
January Gilt 
1st—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Dinah 681 
 
_ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
__ __ __ __ _ 
 

Dorset Support Group Show—31 May 
Judge: Mrs Viki Mills 
Breed Classes 
 
Sow 
1st—Mr & Mrs Turner, Prestcombe Dinah 57 
 
July Gilt 
1st—Mr A R Gready, Heytesbury Bell 12 
 
January Boar 
1st—Mr A R Gready, Heytesbury Grand Duke 2 
 
January Gilt 
1st - Mr & Mrs Turner 237 
 
-
___________________________________________________
_____________ 
 

Royal Cornwall Show—7-9 June 
Judge: Mrs Anne Petch 
Breed Classes 
 
Sow 
1st—Mrs P Darvill, Toller Dinah 305 
2nd—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Dinah 45 
 
July Gilt 
1st—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Silverwings 25 
2nd—Mr W Dunstan, Nancenoy Biddy 6 
3rd—Mrs P Darvill, Toller Dinah 140A 
4th—Mr & Mrs K Olver, Park Silverwings 145 
 
January Gilt 
1st—Mrs P Darvill, Toller Dinah 163A 
2nd—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Dinah 69 
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  SHOW RESULTS (Cont) 

Three Counties Show 15-16 June 
Judge: Mr Peter Churchyard 
Breed Classes 
 
July Boar 
1st—Mr A Gready, Heytesbury Earl Simon 
2nd—Miss L Perkins, Gwyndy Dictator 
3rd—Miss L Perkins, Gwyndy Grand Duke 2 
 
Sow 
1st—Miss L Perkins, Gwyndy Lottie 
 
July Gilt 
1st—Mr A R Gready, Heytesbury Bell 12 
2nd—Mrs P Darvill, Toller Dinah 140 
 
January Gilt 
1st—Miss L Perkins, Gwyndy Babble 3 
 
BREED CHAMPION—Miss L Perkins, Gwyndy Lottie 
RESERVE BREED CHAMPION—Mr A Gready, Heytesbury 
Earl Simon 
___________________________________________________
______________ 
 

Three Counties Rare Breeds Show 17 June 
Judge: Mr Stephen Booth 
Breed Classes 
 
July Boar 
1st—Mr A R Gready, Heytesbury Earl Simon 
2nd—Miss L Perkins, Gwyndy Dictator 
3rd—Miss L Perkins, Gwyndy Grand Duke 2 
 
Sow 
1st—Miss L Perkins, Gwyndy Lottie 
 
July Gilt 
1st—Miss L Perkins, Gwyndy Lottie 4 
2nd—Mr A R Gready, Heytesbury Bell 13 
3rd—Mr A R Gready, Heytesbury Bell 12 
 
January Gilt 
1st—Miss L Perkins, Gwyndy Babble 3 
 
BREED CHAMPION—Mr A R Gready, Heytesbury Earl 
Simon 
RESERVE BREED CHAMPION—Miss L Perkins, Gwyndy 
Lottie 4 
___________________________________________________
______________ 
 

East of England Show 15-17 June 
Judge: Mr Dave Overton 
Breed Classes 
 
July Boar 
1st—Mr S Samuels, Shenlow Dominator 3 
2nd—Messrs K&K Matthews, Lowpark Rajah 244B 
3rd—Mr & Mrs JR Wreakes, Victoria Guardsman 270 
 
January Boar 
1st—Mr A Burwell, Stokedoyle Golden Arrow 
2nd—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Grand Duke 204 
3rd—Mr S Samuels, Shenlow General 25 

 
Sow 
1st—Mrs D Beeby, Lowpark Silverwings 195B 
2nd—Mr & Mrs JR Wreakes, Victoria Lottie 168 
3rd—Mr S Samuels, Shenlow Shamrock 23 
 
July Gilt 
1st—Messrs K&K Matthews, Lowpark Grand Duchess 240B 
2nd—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Babble 180 
3rd—Mr S Samuels, Shenlow Lottie 7 
 
September Gilt 
1st—Messrs K&K Matthews, Lowpark Grand Duchess 262B 
2nd—Mr & Mrs JR Wreakes, Victoria Lottie 275 
3rd—Mr S Samuels, Shenlow Dinah 21 
 
January Gilt 
1st—Mr & Mrs JR Wreakes, Victoria Lottie 287 
2nd—Mr & Mrs JR Wreakes, Victoria Lottie 286 
3rd—Mr A Burwell, Stokedoyle Lottie 
 
BREED CHAMPION—Messrs K & K Matthews, Lowpark 
Grand Duchess 240B 
RESERVE BREED CHAMPION—Mrs D Beeby, Lowpark Sil-
ver Wings 195B 
___________________________________________________
______________ 
 

Cheshire Show 19-20 June 
Judge: Mr Martin Snell 
Breed Classes 
 
Senior Boar 
1st—Mr JR Sutcliffe, Lowpark Golden Arrow 
2nd—Messrs SJ & AL Booth, Nancenoy Grand Duke 2 
3rd—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Grand Duke 200 
 
January Boar 
1st—Mr JR Sutcliffe, Coal Yeat Golden Arrow 
2nd—Messrs SJ & AL Booth, Rainbarrow Prefect 41 
3rd—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Grand Duke 204 
 
Sow 
1st—Mr J R Sutcliffe, Coal Yeat Rosette 
2nd—Messrs SJ & AL Booth, Chapel Joyful 10 
3rd—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Babble 170 
 
July Gilt 
1st—Mr JR Sutcliffe, Coal Yeat Rosette 
2nd—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Babble 180 
3rd—Mrs JE Wickstead, Joywick Lottie 35 
 
January Gilt 
1st—Messrs SJ & AL Booth, Rainbarrow Rosette 67 
2nd—Mr JR Sutcliffe, Coal Yeat Rosette 
3rd—Mr JR Sutcliffe, Coal Yeat Babble 
___________________________________________________
____________ 
 

Lincolnshire Show 20-21 June 
Judge: Mr Steve Loveless 
Traditional Breeds Mixed Classes 
 
Sow 
2nd—Messrs JR & ML Wreakes, Victoria Lottie 168 
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Lincolnshire Show (cont) 
 
January Gilt  
4th—Messrs JR & ML Wreakes, Victoria Lottie 286 
 
BREED CHAMPION—Messrs JR & ML Wreakes, Victoria 
Lottie 275 
RESERVE BREED CHAMPION—Messrs JR & ML Wreakes, 
Victoria Lottie 168 
___________________________________________________
______________ 
 

Great Yorkshire Show 10-12 July 
Judge: Mr Andy Gready 
Breed Classes 
 
July Boar 
1st—Messrs K&K Matthews, Lowpark Rajah 244B 
2nd—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Grand Duke 
3rd—Mrs J Gracey, Forthill Golden Arrow 271 
 
January Boar 
1st—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Golden Arrow 
2nd—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Grand Duke 
3rd Messrs SJ & AL Booth, Rainbarrow Prefect 41 
 
Sow 
1st—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Dinah 45 
2nd—Messrs JR & ML Wreakes, Victoria Lottie 168 
3rd—Messrs K&K Matthews, Lowpark Grand Duchess 
 
July Gilt 
1st—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Babble 180 
2nd—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Silverwings 25 
3rd—Messrs K&K Matthews, Lowpark Grand Duchess 262B 
 
January Gilt 
1st—Mr J Sage, Blewitt Dinah 26 
2nd—Mrs J Gracey, Forthill Babble 320 
3rd—Mrs D Beeby, Brydges Babble 242 
 

BREED CHAMPION—Mr J Newth, Prestcombe Dinah 45 
RESERVE BREED CHAMPION—Messrs K&K Matthews, 
Lowpark Rajah 244B 
___________________________________________________
______________ 

Royal Welsh Show 23-26 July 
Judge: Mr Tony Osborne 
Breed Classes 
 
Boar 
1st—Mr M Trumper, Bieliau Grand Duke 
2nd—Miss L Perkins, Gwyndy Dictator 
 
Sow 
1st—Mr W Edwards, Pantysgawan Dinah 
2nd—Miss E Rees, Shenlow Silverwings 50 
3rd—Miss A Thomas, Pantysgawan Silverwings 18 
 
Sow born in 2006 before 1 July 
1st—Miss A Thomas, Pantysgawan Silverwings 48 
2nd—Mr M Trumper, Beiliau Silverwings 30 
 
July Gilt 
1st—Messrs D&L Perkins, Gwyndy Babble 3 
2nd—Miss E Rees, Talyfan Silverwings 10 
3rd—Mr M Trumper. Beiliau Silverwings 32 
 
January Gilt 
1st—Miss A Thomas, Pantysgawan Babble 15 
2nd—Messrs D&L Perkins, Gwyndy Babble 4 
3rd—Mr W Edwards, Pantysgawan Silverwings 54 
 
BREED CHAMPION—Mr W Edwards, Pantysgawan Dinah 
RESERVE BREED CHAMPION—Miss A Thomas, Pantysga-
wan Silverwings 48 
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“The most valuable pigs I have ever owned!” President Wylie 
Turnbull’s mantelpiece sports these two models made by Beswick in the 
1960s. The boar on the left is Commander John Bott’s Faracre Vis-
count 3 and the sow on the right is Merrywood Silver Wings 56 from 
the famous herd of Sid Williams. 
 
They are some of the most detailed and best models made and are very 
fragile. Accordingly, perfect examples are now rare and very collecti-
ble and when they do come up on e-bay, for example, they sell for sev-
eral hundred pounds each, thus Wylie’s comment! 
 
So, keep an eye out in charity shops and car boot sales to see if you can 
spot a bargain. 

Chairman’s Message 
 
I would like to thank everybody for their  kind enquiries regarding my health. I started 
chemo treatment on the 4th of September, I had another dose on the 10th then a week 
off, which I needed. I was very tired and could have slept on a clothes line. This will be 
repeated 4 times so I am nearly halfway through my treatment. The last shot of chemo 
should end on the 12th November. I am very sorry that I will miss this year’s AGM as 
this will the first one I have missed since the club was formed. I hope to will see you all 
next year.  
 
Best Wishes Jim Appleton. 

BPA Ashton Bowl Points Competition 
 

A reminder to send your claim to Jim Appleton for the highest 
tally of points at the following shows: 

 
Devon County 

East of England 
Great Yorkshire 

Royal Show 
Three Counties (main show) 

Cheshire 
Royal Cornwall 

Royal Lancashire 
Royal Bath & West 

 
 

The points are for the herd (exhibitor) rather than an individual 
pig and are calculated as follows: 
Champion—either sex or breed 6 

Reserve Champion—either sex or breed 3 
Group 6 

Reserve Group 3 
1st prize 6 

2nd 5 
3rd 4 
4th 3 
5th 2 

Reserve 1 
 

Closing date 10th October 
 
 

Send to: 
Mr Jim Appleton 

Stanley Farm 
Skelmersdale Road 

Bickerstaffe 
Ormskirk 

Lancs., L39 0EZ 
E-mail: jimappleton@tiscali.co.uk 

OBITUARY 
 
DAVID JACKSON 
 
It is with great sad-
ness that I write to tell 
you that David was 
killed in a tragic acci-
dent on 27th May 
2007. He and I set up 
the Poplar herd of 
Saddlebacks in 1990 with two Babble gilts from Beam-
ish. At that time with lived in East Yorkshire, and since 
have moved to Northumberland, and now South West 
Scotland. The pigs have always been with us, in small 
numbers but with quality being the aim. Dave enjoyed 
showing them, but the 2001 FMD disrupted the breeding 
times, and a heart attack in 2002 further disrupted his 
life plans. It is a sad irony that he had recovered so well 
only to be taken by a senseless accident. 
Dave was a warm, gregarious, direct speaking York-
shireman, always happy to give help, advice and sup-
port, and intolerant of flack and bureaucracy. 
I will endeavour to carry on with our hopes and plans. 

Saddlebacks on TV 
A new programme on BBC2 for 
their Autumn schedule. "Eating 
with the Enemy". General idea 
is a local housewife cooks a 
meal and explains to James 
Martin how and why she chose 
the particular dish. This is spe-
cific to the Saddleback and a 
number of still photos were taken to promote the series. Look 
out in the autumn schedule 5.00-ish BBC2  
Stephen Booth 
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�� ohn Sutcliffe farms near the southern end of Lake Coniston. 
He has kept several rare breeds of pig over the years but 
after having them and his prize Angus beef herd killed out 

during foot & mouth [in 2001], has now settled on Saddlebacks. 
And they are a credit to him. 
 
Before foot and mouth hit the Lake District he had used home-
opathy for his cattle as the grazing is in a valley near the lake 
which means the air is usually heavy and damp and the animals 
are prone to pneumonia. 
 
As his pigs run outside for part of the year, he began to use prod-
ucts from Crossgates Bionergetics at Settle with good results. He 
finds an almost instant benefit from adding a known amount of 
product to the drinking water. He also keeps sheep and horses 
and they too benefit. 
 
When he had cattle, he had blood and liver analyses done and 
also a analysis of the land, for minerals. The ground was found to 
be short of several minerals and was dressed accordingly. Six 
weeks later, he was able to stop giving the cattle extra minerals, 
because the mineral level had now balanced. 

 
He is involved with the Rare Breeds Survival Trust and with the Tradi-
tional Breeds Meat Marketing Co. Ltd. Marketing is pivotal to the suc-
cess of rare breeds. 
 
His aim is to produce a quality, tasty product which will attract a regular 
customer base. A local butcher takes pigs from him every week and 
has done for a number of years. He also sells breeding stock having 
some rare lines of Saddleback. 
 
He uses BOCM Pauls rations in conjunction with a digestive enhancer 
from Crossgates to replace antibiotic growth promoters. Pigs treated 
with the digestive enhancer are 21 days earlier to 70 kilos dead than 
their counterparts. 
 
He remembers once taking two samples of weaner hair to Crossgates 
for analysis as one had died and the other was struggling. He did not 
tell them the circumstances but they were able to work out for them-
selves what the problem was and that one had actually died. That gave 
him some faith in their products. 
 
Accommodation for the pigs in winter is in old cattle yards. Farrowing is 
done in loose boxes with open fronts. The herd averages 10 born alive. 

Given the excellent mothering of the Saddleback, mortality is ex-
tremely low. 
 
In summer they are outdoors and farrow in huts with rails inside. 
Weaning takes place at eight weeks. He likes to see a leaner sow 
at serving. 
 
Although selection has produced improvements in performance, 
he is aware you can select too narrowly and sometimes it is nec-
essary to strip a bit of fat from some pigs, but it is not normally a 
problem. 
 
The only vaccine used is Stellamune Once. He worms the pigs 
after six weeks. Seeing what can be achieved with good old-
fashioned breeds and spartan accommodation, makes me wonder 
sometimes, but I am aware we can’t all find niche markets. 

Saddlebacks Respond to Homeopathy in This Damp Corner of England 
By Sam Walton 

 
First published in Pig World and Reproduced with the Editor’s Kind Permission 

John Sutcliffe with one of his stock boars. All photos by Sam 

Sow & litter at John Sutcliffe’s 

John Sutcliffe with a batch of stores in the old cattle yards. 
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Q. Can you kill a pig by throwing eggs at it? 
A. Yes—you will eggs-terminate it. 
 
Q. What would you get if you fed your pig on £5 notes? 
A. A rich pig. 
 
Q. How can you stop a ham sandwich from going bad? 
A. Eat it. 
 
Q. What do you get if you cross a zebra with a pig? 
A. Striped sausages. 
 
A pig went into a caf�  and ordered a chocolate milk shake. 
Thinking he’d know nothing about money, the owner 
charged him £5.00. Then he added, to make conversation, 
‘We don’t get many pigs in here’. 
‘With these prices I’m not surprised’ retorted the pig. 
 
Karen:  ‘Did you hear about Billy and his pig impressions?’ 
Mandy: ‘No. Does he make grunting noises?’ 
Karen: ‘No, he makes the smells instead.’ 
 
Q. Where you Californian pigs go dancing? 
A. San Frandisco. 
 
Q. What’s black and white and goes up and down? 

A. Ah! I see 
your Saddle-
back’s on my 
trampoline 
again. 
 
 

��
������
�	
��

����������	�
�������

������������	�
��
����������������������������
���������������������������������������
����������� ��
�������������������� ������������
����!��������"��
 #�
��������"��������������������������������$��������% &���
������� 
�����%'���������&��������(��
�
����������
��������
$���(��������������������
����
�������������������������$���%�"���)*�����
������
�����������(����+,+�#�-��������$'.//)(#�������
������#�'�����'.0�1+2��
�34�������������

�������
������� %!�����������

�������������������
��������
��5��
�����
���
�
� 6�%!������������7��



*�#��
2� �
��!43
�5��6�4��
���7	�%%����,-	7��#7�-�

 
 

ADVERTISEMENT 
����������	
��

������	���� �

����������	
�������������
�����	������������
����
���
��������	����������������������

�
�	�����������
��������

���� � !"""��#	��	������$��
����

Four Gilts in Berkshire 
Four Octavia gilts five months old for sale. Well marked, long, 

deep pigs, very friendly. Out of excellent dam, four litters 10-10, 
12-12, 14-14, 14-13. Available now (as soon as FMD allows) or 

would put in pig if preferred.  
£120 each 

Frances Paget, Newbury, Berkshire 
Tel: 01635 268205 

Quality Breeding Stock in Cheshire 
1 x January Grand Duke boar—well placed at shows this year. 
4 x January/February gilts two of whom have been well placed 

at shows. 
Deborah Beeby, Cheshire (near Chelford Market) 

Tel: 07834 229093 
E-mail: dbeeby@tesco.net 

Club MembersClub Members  
Advertise HereAdvertise Here  

For Free!For Free!  
 

Send your details to the Club Secretary  
(see back page) to arrive by 1st Nov  

for the Autumn edition of 	
����������	
����	

	

You can also contribute News, Features and 
Letters—we won’t charge you! 

Weaners  For Sale in South Ayrshire 
Birth notified weaners by Victoria Golden Arrow 165 out of 

Anjimalsea Lottie. Excellent markings and underlines. 6 
gilts, 3 boars. Friendly and well-handled—perfect for 

breeding or fattening. 
Janice Kirkpatrick, Dailly, Ayrshire 

Tel (day) 0141 552 6626 (eves) 01465 811111 
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THE COAL YEAT HERD 
of 

PRIZEWINNING PEDIGREE SADDLEBACK PIGS 
~ 

Rosette, Ivy, Babble, Dinah and Lottie Gilts 
run with the boar, due to farrow from 1 January 2007 

~ 
Also working and young boars 

Available: Prefect, Grand Duke, Carl, 
Dictator, Golden Arrow and Stockbroker 

Coal Yeat Babble Champion 
Saddleback Newark & Notts Show 2006 

Reserve champion pig on the field 
BOARS AND GILTS FROM HER BY A 

STOCKBROKER BOAR - BORN JULY 2006 
Tel: John Sutcliffe 07887 731552 
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British Saddleback Pig of the Year 2007 
The Club’s points-based competition for the Hersham 
perpetual trophy is going ahead this year based on 
those shows that took place. 
 
To save on costs, we are circulating the claim form to 
just those herds who have featured widely in the show 
results. If you have been showing successfully this sea-
son, even at the smallest shows, and think that your 
pig, (individual pig, not the herd), has done well 
enough, contact the Secretary and request a form be 

AI AVAILABLE 
Just a reminder that Victoria Golden Arrow 165 is 
standing at AI and that fresh semen is available to or-
der by telephoning Deerpark AI Centre on 028 7938 
6287. Full details including a photograph and extended 
pedigree appeared in the Winter 2005 edition of ���

�������	 
����	 and can be found at any time on 
the website under Breed—Artificial Insemination.  At a 
time under FMD restrictions when moving pigs for mat-
ings can be difficult, now might be a good time to con-
sider AI. 

T h e  F a r m e r ’ s  L o t  

After a summer that’s thrown up floods for many, Foot & Mouth and its attendant restrictions quickly followed by 
rocketing feed prices, we reprint this old verse in acknowledgement of the difficulties faced in farming today: 
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More Photos Needed 
 

We are always looking for more photographs 
please to help illustrate the newsletter, website 
etc. as well as for a new breed leaflet which we 
hope to produce next year. 
 
Any photos of Saddlebacks in any situation, on 
farm, at shows, sales etc. They can be funny or 
straight-laced and almost every situation helps to 
illustrate something. For instance, we have no 
photographs of pig handling; ear notching, inject-
ing, de-tusking, applying AI etc. So next time 
you’re out and about with the pigs, give your mo-

bile phone or camera to someone and let’s get some good action 
shots built up please. 
 
Digital shots can be e-mailed straight to the Club. If you have prints, 
transparencies or negatives, please mail them and we’ll scan and 
save them and return the originals to you. 

Foot & Mouth Disease 
The situation regarding FMD and more recently, Bluetongue, is rapidly changing and it can be difficult 
keeping up with developments. We try and keep the Forum section on the website up-to-date and welcome 
visitors’ comments and experiences. There are also links provided to specific pages on the Defra website 
from time-to-time. 
 
The Forum is there to provide help and information and many members (and non-members) use it to offer 
pigs for sale and wanted but also for raising queries on health, feed regimes, common practices etc. and 
then anyone can join in and add comments. As long as they are relevant and not defamatory, there is no 
interference or editorial control so do please make the most of the facilities made available to you. 
 




