
New Membership Structure 
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������������������ SBC Members con-

gregated in this beau-
tiful part of south 
Wales for their AGM 

& Members’ Day. They were 
hosted by Will Edwards & 
Amanda Thomas and grandly 
fed by Julian & Alice Newth. 

For a photo report, see page 
9 inside... 
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�� t the AGM in October, it was decided to restructure the mem-
bership categories. What started off as a means of bringing 
subscription rates up to a more serious level for the present 

age, ended up with a number of new categories and existing members 
will have to select which best meets their needs. 
 
The new categories are as follows with the annual subscription rate: 
Joint or Family Members £25  
Individual Member (with pigs) £20  
Associate Member (no pigs) £15  
Overseas Member (incl ROI) £20 
Junior Member (under 18) £10  
In addition, within any category, a member may choose to save £5 a 
year but selecting to have their Saddleback Times sent to them as a 
pdf format document via email.  
These increases in rates are the first since 2004 and the special offer 
means that, at least for members with internet facilities, there need be 
no increase at all. 
Those who have yet to update their standing orders need to do so over 
the coming months and a letter was sent out to them in December. If 
this applies to you and you have lost the paperwork, please contact the 
Secretary for another set to be sent otherwise you will be re-classified 
according to the new rates and if that means that you have been 
changed to an Associate Member, you may find that certain member-
ship benefits are no longer available.  
Contact details are on the back page. 

The Day Before Winter Arrived... 
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Overdue Subscriptions 
If there is an enclosure with this newsletter advising you that your subscrip-
tion is overdue, please send your dues by return . This is your last reminder 
and failure to respond means that this is the last communication you will re-
ceive from the Club. It’s your choice! 

 
BPA Committees 
The British Saddleback breed is better represented today following the elections last autumn. Chairman 
of the BPA is Club member, Mr Alan Rose from Somerset. The elected Breed Representatives are Mr 
Stephen Booth and Mr Andy Gready to whom all BPA-related queries should be addressed.  
The Pedigree Pork Committee has three BSBC members—Mrs Caron Kennedy-Stewart, Mr John 
Wreakes and Mr Richard Lutwyche.  
The Show Committee has 4—Mr Stephen Booth, Mr Andy Gready, Mr Alan Rose and Mr John Wreakes.  
The Breed Development & Conservation Committee has 5—Mr Stephen Booth, Mr Andy Gready, Mr 
Alan Rose, Mr Richard Lutwyche & Mr John Wreakes.  
Mr Stephen Booth serves on the BPA Council. 
 
Pig Identification at Shows 
Note that the BPA have announced that they will carry out inspections to ensure that all pigs at BPA-
allied shows are correctly ear-marked. That means for Saddlebacks that they are notched and carry a 
government movement tag. Double-tagging is not acceptable for show pigs under BPA rules. Further, 
the ear number must match that in the show catalogue. It is unclear at this stage as to what sanctions 
will be imposed on exhibitors found not to comply but it is obviously preferable to ensure that pigs taken 
to shows meet the correct requirements before they travel. 
 
The Burwells 
Andy, Jo & Alice departed for their new life in Australia on 2nd April. Once settled, they are hopeful of 
restarting their successful Saddleback herd with stock of the rare Wessex pigs already there in small 
numbers. In the meantime, the Club wishes them every success and happiness and hope that they settle 
in quickly as we’re looking for new venues for the AGM & Members’ Day! 
 
Denis Houlston 
Denis, a former Club member and long-time breeder of Saddlebacks in North Yorkshire, died in Novem-
ber 2009. the Club and the breed were both well represented at his funeral. 
 
Club Championships 
The Breeding Female Championships will take place at the Great Yorkshire Show judged by Alan 
Rose. The winners of the Sow and July Gilt classes (+ Sept gilt classes where scheduled) qualify from 
the following shows: 
Royal Ulster; Newark & Notts; South Suffolk; Devon County; Royal Welsh Smallholder; Staffordshire; 
Royal Bath & West; Royal Cornwall; East of England; Three Counties; Cheshire; Lincolnshire; Royal 
Norfolk; Great Yorkshire. 
In terms of the qualifier events, if a gilt or sow has already qualified, the Qualifier Rosette should be 
awarded to the highest placed unqualified pig which is then eligible to attend the finals. Note that the 
Great Yorkshire Show require that you enter their show classes as well and by the stated closing date for 
entries. 
Champion of Champions will take place at Hatfield House Country Show with Mrs Viki Mills judging. 
The qualifiers are the Breed Champions from all of the above shows plus: Mid-Devon; Royal Welsh; An-
glesey; Hatfield House as well as the Champions from 2009 from Westmorland and Newbury Shows. 
In the event that the Champion has already qualified or is unable to attend, the Reserve Qualifier shall 
be eligible to take its place. The show organisers can accommodate a limited number of entries for the 
Champion of Champions only. Contact the Secretary if you wish to attend but have not entered the main 
show. 
Breed Championship Rosettes 
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Chairman’s Report  

�� e should have known by the weather at our AGM we were 
in for a testing winter! Thanks once again to our hosts Will 
and Amanda, and to all those members who travelled to 
attend. 

A new decade is now with us and as Saddleback Breeders we must 
strive to continue to take our breed forward, both in the show ring, and 
the butchers shop/farmers market. An important aspect of the food 
chain is now traceability. This covers where the animal has come from 

in location terms and also now most importantly where it has come from in the sense of “breed”. LACORS 
has meant the name BRITISH SADDLEBACK on meat products has to be verified as coming from two 
pedigree registered parents of that breed. As members of the BPA many of you will know that certificates 
of individual pigs can be downloaded and printed directly from your members page on that site. 

There is, however, a timely reminder to ALL breeders. The first point of traceability comes viable with Birth 
Notification. YOU SHOULD IDENTIFY AND NOTIFY EVERY PIGLET IN A LITTER. When this is done, 
and sent to the BPA by 10weeks of age it will be entered into the computer and be given an individual 
breed number. This is not a Pedigree Registration number.  

PLEASE NOTE you do NOT have to Pedigree Register a pig bound for the food chain to obtain a meat 
certificate. Pedigree Registration is the requirement for BREEDING PIGS. To fully register all pigs includ-
ing fatteners in this section of the Herd book does distort its value, and breeders should refrain from that 
policy. Just for instance, if we appear to exceed the figure of 1,200 breeding sows, we effectively come off 
the government’s Breeds at Risk Register meaning that there would be no special protection for Saddle-
backs in the event of another outbreak of a notifiable disease. 

What we must try to remember is that our breed relies and demands INTEGRITY OF THE BREED within 
its Herd Book held by the BPA. On page 8 is a copy of the BPA guide to completing Birth Notifications. I 
apologise to all established breeders who do these blindfold but hope that newer members may find the 
instructions to be useful. 

On that note no doubt many showmen are now filling in entry forms as the schedules start to arrive on 
doorsteps for the Show Season. Any members wishing to “dabble” and dip a toe into the ring should not 
be afraid to ask other members. There is no doubt that pig people are friendlier, and more helpful with 
newcomers than any other species. All they ask is you bring with you a full wallet and leave it with the bar-
man. 

Hope you all have a good summer with Saddlebacks whatever you do. 

Shows & Sales 
Opportunities to sell/buy Saddlebacks are available as follows: 

Sale of Traditional & Native Breeds, Shrewsbury Auc tion Centre, Shropshire 

3rd July 2010 

Closing date for entries by post: May 21st 

Closing date for entries online: May 26th 

Halls Auctioneers, 01743 462620 

Sale of Rare & Minority Breeds, Cirencester Livesto ck Market, Gloucestershire 

7th August 2010 

Voyce Pullin, 01454 269486 chris@voycepullin.co.uk 
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Newark & Notts Claire Izzard 

01636 705796 

8—9 May 26 March Any Trad Breed A W Gregory 

Royal Ulster Karen Hughes 

028 9066 5225 

12-14 May 19 March British Saddleback  

Welsh S’holders Rhian Thomas 

01982 552100 

15-16 May 1 April Any Trad Breed A Uglow 

Devon County Sally-Anne Daniel 

01392 353700 

20-22 May 19 March British Saddleback B Mulkeen 

Staffordshire S Mellor 

01785 258060 

2-3 June 1 May British Saddleback S Loveless 

Suffolk E Payne 

01473 707115 

2-3 June 16 April Any Coloured 
Breed 

J Davy 

Royal Bath & West Sandra Powell 

01749 822200 

2-5 June 26 March British Saddleback N Hargrave 

South of England E J Cuff 

01444 892700 

10-12 June 1 April Any Coloured 
Breed 

Mrs A Petch 

Royal Cornwall C Riddle 

01208 812183 

10-12 June  British Saddleback P Churchyard 

Three Counties F Parker 

01684 584901 

18-20 June 13 April British Saddleback C Bull 

East of England K Buttriss 

01733 234451 

18-20 June 17 May British Saddleback P Reeder 

Cheshire N Evans 

01565 650200 

22-23 June 9 May British Saddleback R Swanton 

Lincolnshire A Chamberlin 

01522 522900 

23-24 June 28 April Any Trad Breed Mrs J Brett 

Royal Norfolk Mary Wright 

01603 731965 

30 June - 1 July 9 April Any Trad Breed N Hunkin 

Great Yorkshire Amanda West 

01423 546231 

13-15 July 9 June British Saddleback Mrs A Long 

Royal Wesh Ben Williams 

01982 554404 

19-22 July 5 May British Saddleback G Kiddy 

RBST Native 
Breeds 

S Renshaw 

024 7669 6551 

7-8 September   Mrs F Slade 

Anglesey Aled Hughes 

01407 720072 

11-12 August 6 July Any Trad Breed Mrs C Vaughan 

 

Hatfield House J Sibun 20-22 August 16 July British Saddleback P Fowlie 
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Lambourn 07919 851111 2 May 12 April Trad Breeds Mrs S Barnfield 

North Somerset 08456 342464 3 May 28 March All Breeds S Loveless 

South Suffolk 01638 750879 9 May 18 April All Breeds Mrs J Wykes Sneyd 

Heathfield 01435 864587 29 May 7 April All Breeds D Overton 

Dorset Rare Breeds  31 May 21 April Trad Breeds Miss H Loveless 

Surrey County 01483 890810 31 May 18 April All Breeds N Hunkin 

Nat’l Rare & Mi-
nority Breeds Show 

01684 584901 20 June 13 April British Saddleback P Fowlie 

Shropshire 01982 552100 27-28 June  All Breeds C Jenkins 

Great Ecclestone 07884 071924 17-18 July 7 June All Breeds Mrs C Vaughan 

Singleton 01243 811363 18 July 1 July Trad Breeds  

East Driffield 01262 602671 21 July  All Breeds T Alty 

Mid-Devon 01884 821815 24 July 11 June All Breeds J Flay 

Ryedale 01653 697820 27 July 7 July Coloured Breeds P Fowlie 

Shuestoke & W’Crs 07746 858669 31 July 14 July All Breeds  

Cranleigh 01306 712050 1 Aug 15 June All Breeds R Lutwyche 

Wayland 01379 687273 1 Aug  Coloured Breeds P Clements 

Thornton le Dale 01653 668218 4 Aug 27 July Coloured Breeds A Rose 

Oswestry 01588 670407 7 Aug  All Breeds S Samuels 

St Mellons 01495 755267 7 Aug 31 July Trad Breeds J Herbert 

Filongly 02476 460287 8 Aug 1 Aug All Breeds Mrs T Bretherton 

Okehampton 01392 841142 12 Aug 14 July Trad Breeds G Hinks 

Mid Somerset 01749 870124 15 Aug 1 July Trad Breeds Miss A Thomas 

Chertsey 01753 682063 14-15 Aug  All Breeds  

Melplash 01308 423337 26 Aug 16 July Trad Breeds S Richardson 

Dorchester 01305 264249 4-5 Sep 1 Aug All Breeds Mrs A Petch 

Westmorland 01539 567804 9 Sep 17 Aug All Breeds C Penrice 

Penistone 01226 767989 11 Sep 1 Sep All Breeds A Robinson 

Newbury 01635 247111 18 - 19 Sep 1 Aug All Breeds M Snell 
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BPA Bloodline Survey Results 2009-10 
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Due to the continued growth in the numbers of pedigree British Saddlebacks, the RBST took the decision 
in March this year to move the breed from category 4, ‘At Risk’ to category 5, ‘Minority’. 
 
This is the first time that the breed has moved out of the top four rarest rankings since it was first recog-
nised as being in danger in 1979 and is only the second pig breed ever to make such a move. It is recogni-
tion of the dedication and success of the breeders up and down the country based largely on the superior 
eating qualities of the breed and its maternal qualities. 
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Due to the continued growth in the numbers of pedigree British Saddlebacks, the RBST took the decision 
in March this year to move the breed from category 4, ‘At Risk’ to category 5, ‘Minority’. 
 
This is the first time that the breed has moved out of the top four rarest rankings since it was first recog-
nised as being in danger in 1979 and is only the second pig breed ever to make such a move. It is recogni-
tion of the dedication and success of the breeders up and down the country based largely on the superior 
eating qualities of the breed and its maternal qualities. 
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Alice Newth waits for the pork to cook and the 
crowds to arrive. 

Stephen Booth presents Debbie Beeby with her rosette for 
Reserve Pig of the Year. She also won the Ashton Bowl 
for the BPA Competition for top showing herd. 

Amanda Thomas won a keen competition for Pig of the Year 
accumulating most points with her gilt Pantysgawan Dinah 10 
who won the BPA Pig of the Year and the Saddleback Cham-
pion of Champions along the way. 

Julian and Alice hard at work keeping everyone fed with 
delicious pork with all the trimmings. 

A loose sheet of corrugated 
makes an excellent scratching 
post. 

Quality pigs were 
everywhere at Pantys-
gawan. 

Photos by Richard Lutwyche 
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who won the BPA Pig of the Year and the Saddleback Cham-
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Ian Lomas from Somerset takes a breather on an unusu-
ally hot summer’s day in August. 

Andy Burwell catching the judge’s eye in the Champion of 
Champions. 

It was a busy showring with champions from all the lead-
ing shows eager to win the coveted prize. 

The Beebys from Cheshire had two qualifiers—this is 
Dave with one of them. 

Edward Bailey came up from Cornwall with the Champion from the 
Royal Cornwall Show. 

Young Alice Burwell with one of three qualifiers they 
brought from Northants.—(they’ve since moved to 
Australia!) 
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John Wreakes has been runner-up twice in the past but didn’t 
get among the prizes this time. 

Judge Stephen Hull had no difficulty picking out his Champion of Champions which he awarded to Pan-
tysgawan Dinah 10 with Amanda Thomas picking up the prizes. The same pig went Best in Show of all 
breeds judged first by Robert Overend in the Saddleback classes and then Ann Uglow judging the inter-
breed championships. 

Taking a keen interest in the judging, Club member, James 
Sage, with BPA President, Lord Salisbury. 

Photos by Richard Lutwyche 
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Secrets to Successful Breeding by Nick Hargrave 
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A Wildgrove sow with 16 live pigs (not all in shot). Photo by 
Nick Hargrave. 
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Helpful Breeding Advice on Our Website 
 
Remember that our own website—
www.saddlebacks.org.uk—includes current information 
on the boar(s) available at AI. 
 
You will also find a list of Boars At Stud with details of 
the boars and contact information. Use the data pro-
vided to check the boar’s pedigree on the BPA website. 
 
If you have a pedigree stock boar and you allow visiting 
sows or for him to travel to local farms, please contact 
the Secretary for a form so that your details can be 
added to the list—at no extra charge. 
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A Wildgrove sow with 16 live pigs (not all in shot). Photo by 
Nick Hargrave. 
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Helpful Breeding Advice on Our Website 
 
Remember that our own website—
www.saddlebacks.org.uk—includes current information 
on the boar(s) available at AI. 
 
You will also find a list of Boars At Stud with details of 
the boars and contact information. Use the data pro-
vided to check the boar’s pedigree on the BPA website. 
 
If you have a pedigree stock boar and you allow visiting 
sows or for him to travel to local farms, please contact 
the Secretary for a form so that your details can be 
added to the list—at no extra charge. 
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BPA Show & Sale Round-up - Ross-on-Wye, 10 Oct 2009  

�

Brydges Babble 3A sold by Debbie Beeby for 250gns. 

Lucy Perkins with Gwyndy Stockbroker 3 
which sold for 150gns. 

Heytesbury Viscount 64 sold for 245gns for breeder, 
Andy Gready. 

Joint top price for a female pig, all breeds, went to Peggy Dar-
vill’s Toller Dinah 238A when she sold for 470gns. 
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Lucy Perkins with Gwyndy Stockbroker 3 
which sold for 150gns. 
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How Clever Is Your Pig? Published in the NY Times 1 0 November 2009 
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How Clever Is Your Pig? Published in the NY Times 1 0 November 2009 
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How Clever Is Your Pig? (cont.) 
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Everything Bar The Squeal by Dee Tracey 

A butcher’s chart from 1792. 
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Charlie Winter, a typical local pig-killer 
from times past. 
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Charlie Winter, a typical local pig-killer 
from times past. 
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Saddleback Sausages Win Prizes for Young Member 
The BPA hold a series of regional competitions for sausages made from 
the pork of Traditional Breeds. In 2008, the Gilfach sausage produced 
from the Talyfan Herd of British Saddlebacks won a Silver Award at the 

Royal Welsh Winter Fair. The herd was 
established by 16 year old Elizabeth Ellen 
Rees in 2003. With correct breeding and 
feeding, the Gilfach sausage gained the 
Gold Award and Reserve Champion 
(Breakfast Sausage) at the Welsh Winter 
Fair 2009 and Smithfield Show. Robert & 
Carol of Dragon Farm Foods, near Ceredi-
gion kindly helped by preparing the sau-
sages in their butchery. Thanks to Keith 

Brown for staging the sausage competition at the Smithfield Show, 
 

��������	
�
��	

President’s Award 
 
Our President, Wylie Turnbull, has reclaimed a very special 
shield that he presented to the now defunct Royal Lancashire 
Show and has offered it to the Club for a new competition. 
He favours something to encourage 
youngsters who are involved with 
keeping Saddlebacks and the Club 
Committee will be considering 
ideas shortly. Have you got any 
suggestions? Send an email or a 
postcard to the Club Sec as soon as 
possible with your ideas for a com-
petition to encourage the younger 
generation! 
 
The shield features an extremely 
rare enamel car badge from the old 
Essex Pig Society that Wylie had for many years. As far as 
trophies go, this one is very special to anyone interested in 
the history of the Saddleback (but you have to hand it back 
after a year!). 
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Grand Duke Boar For Sale, Stranraer 
Clash Grand Duke 30 b. 2/1/08 (12-12) - Good long boar producing fantas-
tic piglets and sire of our 09 show gilts that were in the ribbons every time. 

Very docile and easy to handle—would suit novice. 
Located SW Scotland but could deliver within reason if diesel covered.  

Caron Kennedy-Stewart 01776 860246 
info@clashsaddlebacks.co.uk Club MembersClub Members  

Advertise HereAdvertise Here  
For Free!For Free!  

 

Send your details to the Club Secretary  
(see back page) to arrive by 1st July  

for the Summer edition of 	
����������	
����	

	

You can also contribute News, Features and 
Letters—we won’t charge you! 

Kasanga Herd 
Weaners & young gilts for breeding almost always 

available 
Bloodlines: Belle, Silver Wings, Lottie, Octavia, Dic-

tator 
Martin Lacey, Boston area, Lincs. 
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The Coal Yeat Herd 
Pedigree saddleback gilts running with the my new stock boar PANTYS-
GAWEN PREFECT from end of Feb 2010. Young pedigree gilts born in 

Aug /Sep 09 Babble ,Rosette, Octavia and Dinah lines. 
Young boars born as above Grand Duke, Golden Arrow and Rajah  

lines all from show winning stock. 
All the young stock are good enough to show this season and will make 

fine foundation pigs, having been selected from over 400 weaners 
raised annually. 

WORKING STOCK BOARS USUALLY AVAILABLE FOR SALE 
 

JOHN SUTCLIFFE 
07887731552 

 Pantysgawan Weaners For Sale  
Seven weaners b. 28/2/10 out of Rosette by Prefect - birth notified, 

well grown and marked. 
From the Pantysgawan herd winners of BS Champion of Champi-

ons and Pig of the Year 2009. 
Will Edwards, Newbridge, Gwent - 01495 243249 / 07761 389732 
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Pedigree saddleback gilts running with the my new stock boar PANTYS-
GAWEN PREFECT from end of Feb 2010. Young pedigree gilts born in 

Aug /Sep 09 Babble ,Rosette, Octavia and Dinah lines. 
Young boars born as above Grand Duke, Golden Arrow and Rajah  

lines all from show winning stock. 
All the young stock are good enough to show this season and will make 

fine foundation pigs, having been selected from over 400 weaners 
raised annually. 

WORKING STOCK BOARS USUALLY AVAILABLE FOR SALE 
 

JOHN SUTCLIFFE 
07887731552 

 Pantysgawan Weaners For Sale  
Seven weaners b. 28/2/10 out of Rosette by Prefect - birth notified, 

well grown and marked. 
From the Pantysgawan herd winners of BS Champion of Champi-

ons and Pig of the Year 2009. 
Will Edwards, Newbridge, Gwent - 01495 243249 / 07761 389732 
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Breed Advisors 

AI AVAILABLE 
 

Just a reminder that Blewett Prefect 
86 is standing at AI and that fresh se-
men is available to order by telephon-
ing Deerpark AI Centre on 028 7938 
6287. Full details including a photo-
graph and extended pedigree appear 
on the website under Breed—Artificial 
Insemination.  
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Pig Keeping Workshops in Devon 
Sarah Thatcher at Chumleigh is running a 
series of pig-keeping courses for begin-
ners. Sarah was a large animal veterinary 
nurse working with indoor and outdoor 
units before getting her own free range 
herd. The course covers rules and regula-
tions, feed, health, bio-security, housing, 
fencing, breeding, pedigree registration 
and slaughter. 
Details at www.highlandshogs.co.uk or 

New Book on Pig Keeping 
Club Secretary, Richard Lutwyche, 
has just had published a new book 
on all aspects of pig keeping. Com-
missioned by the National Trust, the 
book is aimed at novice pig keepers 
and provides up-to-date information 
covering not only pig keeping but 
also meat marketing. 
 
Available @ £7.99 + p&p from 
www.oldspots.org.uk/shop.asp 
 
Anyone wishing to buy in bulk for resale, please contact 




