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@ All the best jokes Caption Competition from the
are on Piglet's Page Autumn 2004 edition

INSIDE THIS EDITION:

Doubts cast on purity of Essex pigs—see pages 11-14 in-
side

2004 Showing season comes to an end. Late show re-
sults and pictures inside. Get ready for 2005 with big
new incentives to have a go yourself. Go to pages 7-8

Saddlebacks from around the world—see a photo line-
up of other similarly marked breeds overseas. Page 18

News from New Zealand where the Wessex Saddle-

back is making a comeback. Pages 9-10 We asked readers to enter our
competition to find out what judge

Club News—AGM report and new subscription rates— Vaughan Byrne was saying between

see page 2-3 classes at Hatfield Show.

[ ics—what makes a Saddleback pig? P
4_8.6SIC genetics—what makes a Saddleback pig? Pages WINNER—

“The exhibitors don’t look very
happy—is the taxi nearly here?”

Piglet’s page—page 15 Stephen Booth
NEW Advertising section—page 6

Veterinary Advice—Congenital Tremor—pages 16-17

Honourable mentions -
“Honestly, | don’t dye my hair—it’s natural!”
Elaine Fairley

“I think I'm OK. Unless the press get hold of it
in which case | made a booboo and I'm out of
here quicker than Michael Schumacher.”
Anon
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What did the chicken say to the pig? En- ‘_ prosperous New Year

tries to Richard Lutwyche to arrive by Feb
12005. A £10 wine voucher for the best to all our members

0
\& \& \& \& \& \& \& \&

1

Easy PDF Creator is professional software to create PDF. If you wish to remove this line, buy it now.



British Saddleback Breeders’ Club News

Photos Needed!

We shall shortly be in a position to go ahead with our own dedicated website that will help in many
ways to promote the Saddleback to a hugely wider audience. The opportunities to expand numbers
through encouraging new keepers should be enormous. For this, and for a new, colour leaflet
which we desperately need, we will need a selection of good quality colour photos. If you have any,
(that are your own copyright—I.e. not taken by a professional photographer), please send them to
Richard Lutwyche, either by post or by e-mail if they are digital or scanned images, so that we can
have a selection to choose from. Any used will be credited to you as the photographer. If you have
information about the pig or the particular circumstances, please indicate this too. For prints or
slides sent by post, we shall assume that we can keep them in a BS photo library unless you indi-
cate at the time that you want them returned. Please do go through your collections for us.

Membership Grows

From a situation in July when the Club had just 21 paid-up and honorary members, we have seen
membership grow to over 65 with new members joining all the time. This was largely due to mailing
out the last edition of Saddleback Times to around 300 identified keepers of Saddlebacks—an ex-
pensive exercise but one that is paying off in terms of getting the Club back on its feet.

Members are enjoying the benefit of being referred to the many enquiries we receive for sources of
pigs. This is being boosted by a 12 month long classified advertisement in Country Smallholding
magazine due to appear soon. If you know of anyone with BS pigs—or even just a keen interest in
them—or you sell pigs to someone who’s not in the Club yet, tell them to join! The more members
we have, the stronger we become.

When the new leaflet comes out, it will have space for a stamp or sticker and will be sent out to all
pig-keeping members.

Member Benefits

Don’t forget that members can advertise pigs, equipment or relevant services free of charge in
these pages. Just send details by post or e-mail (address on back page). Also, we welcome letters
and contributions to this quarterly newsletter.

Peggy Darvill on TV

Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall’s latest TV show on BBC2, Beyond River Cottage , has featured his
Saddlebacks on several occasions including comments from his ‘pig guru’” BSBC Vice-Chairman,
Peggy Darvill. What with that and a Christmas Special on Jimmy’s Farm and there’ll soon be com-
plaints that Saddlebacks are hogging the airwaves—(sorry, | couldn’t resist that one).

National Show & Sale at Melton Mowbray

Compared with Ross, there were far fewer pigs and better prices. Just three Saddlebacks for-
ward—Messrs H & NJ Hargrave’s Wildgrove Grand Duke sold for £126; Mrs M L Wreakes’ Victoria
Carl 102 for £136.50; Hargrave’s gilt, Wildgrove Rosette 35 sold for £357, better than the Ross top
price yet barely half the best price of the day at Melton. Expect more entries next year.

Saddlebacks Feature in NFU Countryside
The January issue of NFU Countryside magazine
(for those with more than a garden, less than a
farm) is due to carry a piece on the British Saddle-
back. One of the Club’s tasks is to raise the profile
of the breed to attract more attention from pro-
spective buyers.

Nick Hargrave’s Wildgrove Grand Duke
sold for £126
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Message from the Chairman

Dear member

This year, the demand for Saddleback pigs has been greater than ever. People are at last start-
ing to appreciate the taste and flavour of good pork from our traditional breeds.

During the summer | have had two or three phone calls every week from people wanting to know
where they can buy Saddlebacks in their location.

I have been able to help them with a list of breeders given to me by the BPA. Unfortunately, this
did not include telephone numbers for a lot of the names and addresses but contacts were made
since | have since received calls and a letter thanking me for my help.

Now that the Club membership is growing to reasonable numbers, | will use the Members’ List in
future so please ensure that Richard has all your contact details including mobile numbers and
e-mail addresses.

As you are all aware, not all the pigs that you breed will be suitable to breed from so a market
must be found for all but the very best. Our Secretary, Richard Lutwyche, runs the Traditional
Breeds Meat Marketing Company, so why not give him a ring to see what opportunities there are
in your area?

This year, we are planning a Champion of Champions competition at Hatfield Show in August. |
hope to see many of you there and indeed, at many of the shows around the country.

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year,

Jim Appleton

Club AGM held on 4th December at Stoneleigh Park

Fourteen members travelled from as far afield as Cornwall, Dorset, Suffolk and North Yorkshire to
attend this year’s Annual General Meeting. Among matters decided, the Constitution that was re-
cently circulated was adopted with the change of one word and the addition, if feasible, of a
clause limiting member liability in the case of any winding up of the Club.

A Committee was elected for the first time. President—Mr Wylie Turnbull.
Chairman—Mr Jim Appleton; Vice-Chairman—Mrs Peggy Darvill

Secretary & Treasurer—Mr Richard Lutwyche

Committee- Mr Stephen Booth; Mr Vaughan Byrne; Mr Nick Hargrave; Mr Alan Rose;
Mr Stan Samuels; Mr Angus Stovold; Mr John Wreakes.

Co-opted: Mr Andy Gready; Mr Denis Houlston; Mr Julian Newth.

It was agreed that annual subscriptions should increase to £15 for pig-keeping members and £10
for those without BS pigs to bring the Club closer in line with other similar organisations. This will
take effect from the next renewal date, 1st January 2005, and a letter is enclosed confirming each
member’s dues. PLEASE RESPOND IMMEDIATELY TO ANY CHANGES DETAILED THEREIN.

The next edition of Saddleback Times will be published in mid-March 2005. The
cut-off for advertisements, letters, news etc is 1st March 2005. DON’T FORGET!
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Saddleback Markings

By Richard Lutwyche

For some time, | have had an ongoing dialogue with a leading Saddleback breeder, (who shall remain
anonymous), regarding the colour patterns in the British Saddleback breed. He argues, quite reasonably,
for the sanctity of the breed standard and the strict exclusion of all non-qualifiers. I, on the other hand,
with most of my practical experience going back to a Wessex herd in the 1950s and 60s, held that far too
many good pigs were excluded from the pedigree register because of their failure to meet a specification
laid down by a committee — probably none of whom had any specialist genetics knowledge — back in the
period of World War 1. The situation has eased post-1967 with the re-branded British Saddleback because
of the less proscriptive qualification that allowed the inclusion of Essex-type markings and probably be-
cause the old Wessex breed was more inclined to broken saddles etc. than the Essex, although that is en-
tirely an impression | have always had and it has no scientific backing to the best of my knowledge.

I, having castigated that original breed society committee, would admit here that | too am no geneticist.
lan Gill tried hard to teach me the basics and whenever | think | have the rudiments sorted out in my head,
something becomes apparent to disabuse me of that belief. And so, | turned to an old favourite to give me
the information to argue the point. That old favourite is, to me, one of the best practical pig books | have
ever come across and if you ever find one in an old bookshop or jumble sale or on the internet, invest a
few pounds and you will have a bargain. The book is The Production and Marketing of Pigs by H R
Davidson first published in 1948.

The following is a short extract which covers the reasons why, in a pure breed, there should be so much
variation. This is based on a study of over 2,000 pigs born in 1937/9. Even if you, like me, struggle with
the genetic principles cited, 1 am sure you will be impressed by the table and diagram. To my thinking, it
demonstrates that a proportion of colour variation is normal and that the breed standard is unnecessarily
restrictive. | am not suggesting that the BPA necessarily changes the breed standard; indeed I am not sure
how it could be changed to encompass the variation found in the experiment but breeders should be aware
that the Saddleback can never breed true to a limited colour pattern but that their failure to do so is no in-
dication of hybridisation or illegal introgression of genes from other breeds.

The other possible lesson to be learnt is that the Saddleback marking is dominant to self-colour and that
fact indicates that there is no reason at all to believe that either the Essex or Wessex originated from for-
eign breeds. Genetically, they could have been selected from pure British stock and bred one on another
until the pattern was broadly established. It gives no credence to the influence of Italian Siena Belted of
German Angeln Saddlebacks which equally could have developed in their native areas independent of the
two original British breeds.

PRACTICAL DIFFICULTIES IN APPLYING GENETIC THEORY

But intriguing as is the possibility of applying these scientific discoveries and theories to pig breeding
their application in practice is not so simple for several reasons.

Variation Factors

Firstly the expression of a character may be modified by a variation factor or factors. The saddle in the
American Hampshire and British Saddleback breeds is normally dominant to self colour. In the Wessex
Saddleback breed there is an allelomorphic pair—saddle and all black. On the simple Mendelian hy-
pothesis only one-third of the saddle-marked pigs would be homozygous for saddle. The other two-
thirds would be heterozygous. If the Mendelian law held in its entirety it would be easy to isolate the het-
erozygous individuals; for if all the saddle-marked pigs were bred to an all black then the offspring would
consist of equal numbers of all blacks and saddles. In this way all the "all black" and all the heterozy-
gous saddle-marked pigs could be isolated in the course of a few generations and destroyed, leaving
only stock that would breed true for saddle, i.e. homozygous for saddle. Unfortunately the Wessex col-
our pattern is not so simple in practice because there are a number of variation or modifying factors in-
volved which produce all kinds of varied markings. Olbrycht (1941) carried out an investigation on 2,318
pigs from 275 litters farrowed in 1937, 1938 and 1939. Although from the foundation of the herd book in
1918 till 1939 there had been nine complete generations of pedigree breeding aiming to breed all pigs
true for the standard of excellence of the breed there were at the end of this period variations in the col-
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