
It’s Showtime Again!

Is There A Better Pig Than The British
Saddleback?

Inside, you will see that the Club has been granted funds
to rewrite the promotional leaflet, to create our very
own website and to provide banners for use at shows.
Everyone has their own ideas about what is good about
their pigs and we want to hear just that. What aspects of
the BS are the most important to push? What are new
entrants to the world of pigs looking for? Some of you
fall into this second category so what appealed most
about the Saddleback? Send us you feedback. There’ll
be a prize for the best response received by 1st May—
address details on the back page.
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Agricultural shows are the in-
dustry’s shop window and hav-
ing your well-turned out pigs in
the show ring is good for the
breed and good for promoting
your herd. Those that annually
undertake this nomadic life
from Newark & Notts at the
beginning pf the season to the
East of England Autumn Exhibi-
tion at the end, are all hooked
on it. Having strong Saddleback
classes will ensure maximum
attention on the breed as well
as keeping breed classes at the
major shows so why not have a
go yourself?

Whilst it can seem daunting, all those who participate today
had to start somewhere and everyone at the shows will be pleased to help you along so you
really just need the determination (and some pigs) to get going. If you are interested, see
the show information inside and get some schedules from the show organisers and study the
rules and requirements. Start modestly at one of the smaller shows nearer to you—the Royal
Show at Stoneleigh can be daunting for a novice! - and make a real effort to enter and just
try it. If you’re not sure about how to select a pig for showing, there are some good books
about that give useful information and getting in touch with some of the other breeders in
your area and asking for their help and opinion would also be a good starting point.

So go on and have a go! You never know—you might just enjoy it!

Photo by Sarah Dobson

Photo by Richard Lutwyche
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Grant from RBST
The Club has been awarded a grant by the Rare Breeds Survival Trust to provide much needed help towards
publicity material to promote the British Saddleback pig. So, over the next few months we shall be working on
publishing a brand new colour leaflet which will be available to members, a dedicated website which will in-
form and educate people as well as providing advertising opportunities for members and a couple of banners
to use in the lines of major shows. These will be augmented by a Marler Hayley display which is being dusted
off and which will also be dressed with new material to attract attention to the benefits of the Saddleback
breed.

Demand for breeding stock is strong at the moment but we cannot count on that remaining the situation and
we need to raise the profile of our favourite breed to ensure long term success and a steady increase in num-
bers.

Photos Needed - PLEASE!!!
The appeal in the last SADDLEBACK TIMES fell on mostly deaf ears (thank you to the four of you who did re-
spond) so please do have a search through your photos because we need lots of images to make all these ini-
tiatives work including having enough to make the newsletter interesting. If you have digital images then just
e-mail them to me (saddlebackpig@aol.com) or if they are prints, negatives or transparencies, just post them
to me (BSBC, Freepost (GL442), Cirencester, Glos, GL7 5BR) and I will scan them in and return the originals. It’s
as easy as that.

Disclaimer
Enclosed with this edition for long standing members is a form to sign and return. In these days of ever more
rules and regulations, we need you to signify that you are happy for us to provide your contact details to peo-
ple enquiring about the availability of pigs. Members joining since the AGM in December have already had this
facility but we need everyone to sign up to this. Enquirers looking for pigs for sale or boars to use are either
given names and phone numbers of members in their area or sent a map showing the location and name and
phone number, thus providing you with potential customers. Members whose subscriptions are in arrears
are not notified to enquirers.

Overdue Subscriptions
If there is an enclosure with this newsletter advising you that your subscription is overdue, please send your
dues by return. This is your last reminder and failure to respond means that this is the last communication you
will receive from the Club. It’s your choice!

Smallholders Show, of England Centre, Ardingly, 2-3 July 2005
The organisers of the above have written offering a free livestock exhibition space to any one of our members
willing to take along a pig or pigs to promote the breed and obtain potential sales. The show is well established
and attracts around 12,000 attendance and could be a good shop window. Anyone undertaking to do this will
be supported by the Club although it is too close to the Royal Show for the display stand to be available. If you
are interested, contact Richard Lutwyche on 01285 860229 and your name and details will be passed on to the
show organisers.

Show Warning!
Increasingly, shows are requiring exhibitors to have 3rd party public liability insurance for £1m or £2m in respect
of damage or injury caused by them or their animals. This information is often tucked away in the small print
but ignorance is no excuse. If you have a form of farm insurance, you are probably already covered and if not,
it should be easy to extend coverage. However, if not, household insurance will usually only include recognised
pets and it is difficult to secure specific third party insurance so be aware, you will almost certainly need to get
at least a smallholder’s or farmer’s policy which will be costing over £100. And please don’t think it could never
happen to you. A pig frightened by a cannon shot from the main ring can run amok in seconds causing untold
damage and injuries on a busy showground. Don’t take the risk.
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Not everything about the 1950s was bad. The ending of food rationing, Elvis, bubble cars, Shirley Eaton, Dixon
of Dock Green, the fact that the Wessex was a major breed, ridiculous fins on American gas guzzlers, Quatermass
and more were all reasons to cheer the soul. Another feature of the times was an economic, ergonomic and
largely environmentally-friendly form of outdoor pig housing which seems to have disappeared today. Yet it still
has a place in outdoor pig production and is easy to construct so I give details below. It is a straw built house for
dry sows or stores which will last for years, be warm, draught-free and cheap. We used them extensively in the
50s and 60s in woodland without any problem.

The plans below show a design taken from a text
book of the time. I do not think the lining of the
inner walls with corrugated iron is necessary. We
erected pig netting around the walls both inside
and out which prevented the pigs from destroying
the bales.

Make sure you site the house so that it does not
face the prevailing wind and that in the event of
heavy rain, a stream does not run through the
middle of it. There is no need to put anything on
the floor except straw. Throw in the compressed
sections of a small bale and the pigs will enjoy
breaking them up and scattering the bedding.

Lastly, both designs suggest small bales, two high. I
would suggest that you use three. Your vet won’t thank you if he or she has to crawl about in the dark to treat a
sick pig and if the worst happens and a pig dies in situ—it can happen—you don’t want to dismantle the shelter
just to get the carcase out!

Out of interest, I also reproduce suggestions as to what to do
with your old Anderson shelter—in case you were still wondering!

The stag-
gered en-
trance is
good at
r e d u c i n g
d ra ug ht s
and could
be usefully
used on
your straw
house.
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Show Show date Closing Class date Breed Judge

Newark & Notts. 14 & 15 May 25-Mar 14-May Any Traditional Breed G. Wilson
Show office: Ms Laura Waddington Tel: 01636 702627
www.newarkshowground.com
BPA Show rep: Frank Carey. Tel: 01636 626343

14-May Any Modern Breed D. Mount

15-May Pig of the Year Mrs V C Mills

15-May Interbreeds Mrs V C Mills

Royal Ulster 11 - 13 May 23-Mar 12-May Landrace S. Loveless
Show office: Ms K Hughes
Tel: 028 9066 5225 www.balmoralshow.co.uk

12-May Large White S. Loveless

12-May British Saddleback S. Loveless

12-May Any Other Traditional Breed S. Loveless

Devon County 19 - 21 May 16-Mar 19-May Berkshire C. Bull
Show office: Mrs S-A Daniel
Tel: 01392 446000 www:devoncountyshow.co.uk

BPA Show Rep. Deborah Custance-Baker.
Tel: 01392 434075

19-May British Saddleback A. Stovold

19-May Duroc J. Barber

19-May Gloucestershire Old Spots M. Renshaw

19-May Landrace, Welsh J. Barber

19-May Large White J. Barber

19-May Large Black Mrs S White

19-May Middle White J. Collings

19-May Oxford Sandy & Black Miss C A Uglow

19-May Tamworth C G Howes

20-May Interbreeds R A Windsor

20-May Pig of the Year Heat R A Windsor

20-May Young Pig of the Year Heat R A Windsor

20-May BPA Sausage Competition TBC

Staffordshire 1 - 2 June 1-May 1-Jun Any Coloured Breed Mrs V C Mills
Show office: Mrs S Mann
Tel: 01785 258060 www.staffscountyshowground.co.uk

BPA Show Rep: John Herbert. Tel: 01889 500269

1-Jun Any White Breed Mrs V C Mills

2-Jun Pig of the Year Heat S. Hull

2-Jun Young Pig of the Year Heat S. Hull

2-Jun Interbreed S. Hull

Royal Bath & West 1 - 4 June 18-Apr 1-Jun Berkshire V. Byrne
Show office: Mrs E Yeoman
Tel: 01749 822200 www.bathandwest.co.uk

BPA Show Rep. Nick Hunkin. Tel: 01460 54206

1-Jun British Saddleback V. Byrne

1-Jun Duroc A. Warriner

1-Jun Gloucestershire Old Spots A. Robinson

1-Jun Landrace/Welsh A. Warriner

1-Jun Large Black A W Acreman

1-Jun Large White D. Reed

1-Jun Middle White D W P Staig

1-Jun Oxford Sandy & Black H. Tinney

1-Jun Tamworth G. Wilson

2-Jun Interbreed Miss S J Stephens

3-Jun Pig of the Year Heat Miss S J Stephens

3-Jun Young Pig of the Year Heat Miss S J Stephens
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Show Show date Closing Class date Breed Judge
South of England 9 - 11 June 1-Apr 9-Jun Any Traditional Breed P. Fowlie
Show office: Mrs E J Cuff
Tel: 01444 892700 www.seas.org.uk

9-Jun Any Modern Breed P. Fowlie
9-Jun Pig Championships J Howlett

Royal Cornwall 9 - 11 June 17-Apr 10-Jun Berkshire K P Matthews
Contact: Mr C Riddle. Tel: 01208 814489
www.royalcornwall.co.uk

BPA Show Rep. Julian Collings. Tel: 01579 370503

10-Jun British Saddleback K P Matthews
10-Jun Duroc S. Hull
10-Jun Gloucestershire Old Spot K P Matthews
10-Jun Landrace S. Hull
10-Jun Large Black K P Matthews
10-Jun Large White S. Hull
10-Jun Middle White K P Matthews
10-Jun Tamworth K P Matthews
10-Jun Welsh S. Hull
11-Jun Interbreed R T Swanton
11-Jun Pig of the Year Heat R T Swanton
11-Jun Young Pig of the Year Heat R T Swanton

Three Counties 17 - 19 June 5-Apr 17-Jun Berkshire A J Robinson
Contact: Mrs J Davies. Tel: 01684 584918
www.threecounties.co.uk

BPA Show Rep. Sharon Barnfield Tel: 01989 720584

17-Jun British Saddleback Mrs C Vaughan
17-Jun Gloucestershire Old Spots Mrs C Vaughan
17-Jun Large Black A J Robinson
17-Jun Tamworth A J Robinson
17-Jun Any Other Breed Mrs C Vaughan
18-Jun Interbreed Miss C A Uglow
18-Jun Pig of the Year Heat Miss C A Uglow
18-Jun Young Pig of the Year Heat Miss C A Uglow

East of England 18 - 20 June 17-May 17-Jun Any Traditional Breed P. Fowlie
Contact: Mrs E Branyan. Tel: 01733 234451
www.eastofengland.org.uk

BPA Show Rep. Guy Kiddy. Tel: 01767 315926

17-Jun Any Modern Breed P. Fowlie
18-Jun Interbreed A. Rose
18-Jun Pig of the Year Heat C. Vaughan
18-Jun Young Pig of the Year Heat C. Vaughan

Cheshire 21 - 22 June 7 - May 21 - Jun Berkshire B J Card
Contact: David Broster. Tel: 01829 760020
www.cheshirecountyshow.org.uk

BPA Show Rep. Janice Wood Tel: 0161 976 4734
janice@kenworthyrarebreeds.fsnet.co.uk

21 - Jun British Saddleback B J Card
21 - Jun Duroc R A Windsor
21 - Jun Gloucestershire Old Spots B J Card
21 - Jun Hampshire R A Windsor
21 - Jun Landrace R A Windsor
21 - Jun Large Black B J Card
21 - Jun Large White R A Windsor
21 - Jun Middle White B J Card
21 - Jun Oxford Sandy & Black B J Card
21 - Jun Tamworth B J Card
21 - Jun Welsh R A Windsor
22 - Jun Interbreed S. Loveless
22 - Jun Pig of the Year Heat S. Loveless

22 - Jun Young Pig of the Year Heat S. Loveless
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Show Show date Closing Class date Breed Judge

Lincolnshire 22 - 23 June 3-May 22-Jun Any Traditional Breed M. Snell
Contact: Miss H McGurk. Tel: 01522 522900
E mail: www.lincolnshireshowground.co.uk

BPA Show Rep. Marlene Renshaw. Tel: 01507 533209

22-Jun Any Modern Breed M. Snell

23-Jun Interbreed W J Mason

23-Jun Pig of the Year W J Mason

23-Jun Young Pig of the Year Heat W J Mason

Royal Norfolk 29 - 30 June 30-Apr 29-Jun Any Coloured Breed T. Alty
Contact: Miss Liz Bailey. Tel: 01603 731965
www.royalnorfolkshow.co.uk

BPA Show Rep. Peter Reeder. Tel: 01379 687273

29-Jun Any White Breed A W Gregory

29-Jun Interbreed T. Alty

29-Jun Pig of the Year Heat T. Alty

29-Jun Young Pig of the Year Heat T. Alty

Royal Show 3 –6 July 21-Apr 3-Jul Berkshire Mrs V C Mills
Contact: Debbie Dann Tel: 024 7685 8273-4
www.royalshow.org.uk

BPA Show rep. Viki Mills. Tel: 01363 82465

3-Jul British Saddleback A P Rose

3-Jul Gloucestershireshire Old Spots C H Penrice

3-Jul Large Black P. Snell

3-Jul Middle White Miss C A Uglow

3-Jul Tamworth Mrs M Card

4-Jul Duroc J. Millard

4-Jul Landrace B. Knight

4-Jul Large White A M Meiklejohn

4-Jul Welsh A. Warriner

5-Jul Interbreeds R. Wylie

6-Jul Pig of the Year Heat M Snell

6-Jul Young Pig of the Year Heat M SnellGreat Yorkshire 12-14 July 7-Jun 13-Jul Berkshire R. Woolway
Contact: Amanda West. Tel: 01423 541000
www.greatyorkshireshow.com

BPA Shw Rep: John Mason. Tel: 01964 630480

13-Jul British Saddleback Mrs P Darvill
13-Jul Gloucestershire Old Spots Miss C A Uglow
13-Jul Landrace G F Cary
13-Jul Large Black Mrs S. White
13-Jul Large White R A Windsor
13-Jul Middle White T. Alty
13-Jul Welsh J. Davy
13-Jul Any Other Traditional Breed W J Mason
13-Jul Any Other Modern Breed W J Mason
13-Jul Interbreeds P D Brier
13-Jul Pig of the Year Heat P D Brier
13-Jul Young Pig of the Year Heat A W Gregory
14-Jul Pig of the Year Final Mrs B A Petch

Royal Welsh 18 – 20 July 13-May 18-Jul Landrace N. Overend
Contact: Miss T Jones. Tel: 01982 553683
www.rwas.co.uk

18-Jul Welsh N. Overend
18-Jul Any Other Modern Breed N. Overend
19-Jul Berkshire K P Matthews
19-Jul British Saddleback K P Matthews
19-Jul Any Other Traditional Breed K P Matthews
20-Jul Interbreeds P M Reeder
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Anglesey 9 - 10 Aug 3-Jul 9-Aug Any Modern Breed J. Appleton
Contact: Mr Aled Hughes Tel: 01407 720072
www.anglesey-show.freeserve.co.uk
BPA Show Rep. G. Roberts. Tel: 01248 430223

10-Aug Any Traditional Breed J. Appleton

10-Aug Interbreeds J. Appleton

St Mellons 10 Aug
Contact: Karen Meakin 01495 755267
E-mail KarenJMeakin@aol.com
BPA Show Rep: Helen Tongue 01291 650378

10-Aug Welsh Champion of Champions Mrs F Slade

Hatfield 19 - 21 Aug 22-Jul 20-Aug Berkshire J. Collings
Contact: Miss J Sibun
E mail: julia.sibun@demesne.co.uk
or Mr Bryan Card
Tel: 01725 517071
E mail: muthwestham@tesco.net

20-Aug British Saddleback J. Collings

20-Aug Duroc G. Hinks

20-Aug Gloucestershire Old Spots G. Hinks

20-Aug Landrace, Welsh G. Hinks

20-Aug Large White G. Hinks

20-Aug Large Black J. Collings

20-Aug Middle White D W P Staig

20-Aug Tamworth J. Collings

20-Aug Any Other Breed G. Hinks

21-Aug Interbreed A W Gregory

21-Aug British Saddleback
Champion of Champions

A Stovold

21-Aug Young Pig of the Year Final P D Brier

BPA Show & Sale 3 - Sep 8-Jul Three Counties Showground TBC

BPA Show & Sale 9 -10 Sep 8-Jul Melton Mowbray TBC

Royal Lancashire 26-28 July 22-Jun 27-Jun Middle White Mrs C Vaughan
Contact: Mrs S E Walsh. Tel: 01254 813769
www.rlas.co.uk

27-Jun Welsh Mrs C Vaughan

27-Jun Any Other Traditional Breed Mrs C Vaughan

27-Jun Any Other Modern Breed Mrs C Vaughan

28-Jun Interbreeds K Fieldson
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Show Show date Closing Class date Breed Judge

Our thanks to the BPA for allowing us to reproduce this information. The following table comes from Mrs Miranda
Squire of the Middle White Breeders’ Club and shows details of the smaller shows. Once again, we are indebted to
her for permission to publish this.

The inter-breed championships
at the Rare Breeds Show at the
Three Counties Show 2004

Photo by Richard Lutwyche
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2005 DATES FOR SOME
OF THE SMALLER SHOW

DATES
Show Date Date en-

tries
Close

Classes Judge

Lambourn 1 May 14 April Trad Breeds Peter Ragg
01488 648609

Essex Young Farmers 1 May 28 April All Breeds Charles Bull
01279 600147 or

0790 3694313

North Somerset 2 May 1 April Lop/Prick Eared Martin Snell
08456 342464

Katie Hutchings
www.nsas.org.uk

South Suffolk 8 May 23 April All Breeds Brian Knight
01638 750879

Dorset Rare Breeds 30 May 16 April Trad Breeds TBA
01308 863332

Royal Welsh
Smallholder & Garden

Festival
01982 554408 21/22 May 8 April All Breeds Jonathan Cloke

Suffolk 1/2 June 15 April Whites/Coloureds Peter Briar
01473 707115

Stroud 16 July Trad Breeds Jenny Brett
01453 883646

Mid Devon 23 July Trad/Modern Trad Viki Mills
01884 821815
C M Branton

Modern Mary Card

Singleton 24 July Trad Breeds Kathleen Pile
01243 811363

Rydale 26 July 1 July Whites/Coloureds Christine Vaughan
01653 697820

Whiteacres &Shustoke Waiting (Pigs un-
der cover)

TBA

Laura Bate, Livestock
Secretary, 4 Wight Croft,
Smiths Wood, Birming-
ham, B36 0PX

Cranleigh 7 August End June All Breeds Stan Samuals
01306 712020
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Thornton le Dale 3 August 20 July Whites/Coloureds P Fowlie
01653 668218

St. Mellons 10 August Trad/Modern B/K, L/B, Sdlbk, Tamw, OSB,
GOS Chris Penrice
LW, MW, Landrace, Du-
roc,Welsh Alan Rose
Interbreed J Collings
Welsh Ch. F Slade

Karen Meakin 01495
755267 karen-
jmeakin@aol.com

Fillongly 14 August (Pigs un-
der cover)

Christine Vaughan

Cheryl Brookes, 26 Inver-
ness Close, Mount Nod,
Coventry, CV5 7NA

Okehampton 11 August 11 July Trad Breeds Breed Classes P Fowlie
01392 434075 Finals John Mason

Melplash 25 August 22 July Trad/Modern TBA
01308 423337

Chertsey
01753 682063

Dorchester
01305 264249

Newbury 17/18 Sept All Breeds Sat. Steve Loveless TBC
01635 247111 Sun. Charles Bull TBC

Peterborough Autumn
Exibition

01767 315926 9 Oct 26 Sept Trad Breeds Peter Ragg
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The Cattistock Herd of Wessex Saddlebacks

The Wessex Saddleback Breed Society was formed in 1918 and its first Secretary was Mr Ernest E Ralls who farmed
in Hampshire, first at Dean near Salisbury and then at Romsey. He was involved in the inspection of Wessex pigs
before the formation of the Society and built up his own herd during these travels with the famed W J Malden
who effectively inaugurated the breed. The following are some of the photographs of this important herd. In 1921,
he held a sale of 47 pigs but his by then numbered 120.

A photo used as a postcard mailer to
advertise the sale held on 17th June 1921.
The auctioneers were John Thornton &
Co

Cattistock Master

Part of the Cattistock Herd
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