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Full details inside on page 2. Find out what’s on the site and how it can help you.
There’s free advertising, free listing of breeder members and an interactive notice-
board where you can raise points and queries about husbandry, the club or anything
else that’s relevant. It’s your club website—USE IT!

We needed a logo to help identify the Club
especially whilst we were designing the new
web pages and got a professional graphic
designer to come up with some suggestions
and your Chairman and Secretary chose the
one on the right. This is based on the photo-
graph used extensively by the BPA. For
some, it will be wrong, we appreciate, be-
cause it depicts a Wessex-type rather than
an Essex-type pig but both are equally Brit-
ish Saddlebacks and the logo is a strong
brand to help promote and market the breed.
Further, it shows a good breeding type and
the maternal qualities are some of breed’s
main strengths which we are pushing.

THE NEW CLUB LOGO

Next time -

The Autumn edition will
be out in September—(so
soon?—ed).

It will feature the Laving-
ton herd of Wessex
Saddlebacks owned by
the Holloway family.

Plus all the rest of the
show results.

And more…

In the meantime, make
use of the website, deter-
mine to come to the AGM
and come along to Hat-
field Show for the Cham-
pion of Champions!

We are sorry to learn of the death
of Jack Howlett, aged 72, a long-
time supporter of Middle Whites.
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www.saddlebacks.org.uk

The Club (and the British Saddleback breed) have their first fully active and opera-
tional website up and running.

This is a major tool to help YOU the breeder with a number of features designed to help you sell
pedigree stock. In order to benefit from it though, you need to be active, not passive, and utilise
the interactive Noticeboard and advise your Club Secretary

a) of all stock you have for sale and
b) when that stock has been sold. It will not help you or the potential buyer if you’re receiving

enquiries but have no stock to sell.

If you have internet access, go and have a detailed look around the site now. If not, visit a friend
or relation or the local library to see what it’s all about.

Let ‘s take you through the various sections.

You will arrive at the Welcome page (on the front page of this newsletter). From there you can
select to go into the News section, the interactive Noticeboard, the Breed History or to a Direc-
tory of Members*. Alternatively, from the menu at the top of the page, you can choose to go to
any of the following sections.

Breed
You arrive at a brief description of the breed. You can then choose any or all of the following
sub-sections: History, Standards of Excellence, Saddleback Bloodlines, Artificial Insemination,
Advantages of the British Saddleback and Meat Marketing. Remember that all sorts of people
will visit the site with varying degrees of knowledge and interest. Most information is here and
we will develop the site further as resources allow. For newer members and breeders, there is a
lot of useful information here such as the Standards of Excellence and the diagram of ear notch-
ing so do use this website as your bible while you become familiar with the breed.

Buying
On the opening page you will find basic guidance of whether you need a pedigree pig and some
pointers on selecting a healthy specimen. From there you go to What to Look For, How Much
Should I Pay?, Register of Pigs For Sale and After Sales Service. This section is designed to
help not only new buyers but new sellers as well. It explains most issues regarding the buying of
pigs. What is so far omitted is the various legal requirements such as the holding number, move-
ment licences, shutdown period etc but we will give outline advice on this in the first update.

The Club
The opening page invites visitors to join by downloading an application form to send with their
payment – there is insufficient potential business to sign up to taking payments online as the
costs are prohibitive if you are not a relatively large organisation. From here you can find out
more as follows: What Does The Club Do?, Latest News & Events, (keep an eye on this page
for updates on news between editions of SADDLEBACK TIMES), Directory of Members* and
Club Contacts* being the Officers and Committee Members of the Club.

Resources
This gives access to the interactive Noticeboard which is open to use by members and non-
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members alike. As such we hope that members will look at this regularly and answer queries
and participate in discussions as they arise. There is nothing worse than apathy! You can also
go to the Picture Gallery where visitors will eventually be able to leave their own photos. This is
followed by various Links to organisations with whom we work.

*Only those members who have signed and returned either the new style application form
with a disclaimer or the specific Data Protection disclaimer enclosed with the last edition of
SADDLEBACK TIMES for longer-standing members, are included. If your details do not ap-
pear and you would like to be included, e-mail me or drop me a note asking for a Data Pro-
tection disclaimer form. Once I have that signed and to hand, I will add your details to the
relevant section.

Note that if you have your own (relevant) website, we will provide a link to that from the Directory
of Members. If not we will provide an e-mail link if you are connected.

We are grateful to the RBST whose grant has directly paid for the initial set-up of this top quality
site. The Club will be responsible for maintaining and updating it.

Please provide feedback on how easy/difficult you find it to navigate round, what you would like
to see added (and why) and if anything included is unnecessary.

This is a major step forward for the British Saddleback breed and you the breeders and mem-
bers of the Club.

* * * * *

Enclosed with this edition is a copy of the new BS Club Constitution. This was adopted subject
to two minor changes at the 2004 AGM held in December. The changes were verified by a law-
yer and have been incorporated into the text.

This now provides a framework for how the Club operates. It defines the rules, the roles of offi-
cers and gives clear insight to members as to how the Club should be run. In future, every new
member will be sent a copy on joining.

Please keep your copy in a safe place.

* * * * *

Many thanks to all of you who responded to the plea in the Spring edition. This gave us a good
selection, many of which appear in the website. The need is ongoing though and if you have
more photographs (or new ones) please do keep sending them in.

* * * * *

The list of Shows published in the Spring 2005 edition, omitted Westmorland County Show due
to take place on 8th September. For further details contact 01539 567804.
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Obituary – Willy Baxter

It is with deep regret that I have to report the death of Mr R W (Willy) Baxter. Mr Baxter was a
well known breeder and judge of British Saddelback pigs. His herd, the Golfhall Herd, was
founded in 1941. He had many successes including Breed Champion at the 1949 Royal High-
land Show. He was a Member of the Scottish Advisory Committee and a representative for his
breed on the National Pig Breeders Association’s (NPBA’s) list of judges. Mr Baxter was also a
member of the Committee which formed The Lothian Pig Producers early in the war.

The Gault Cup which is given to the best opposite sex to the Breed Champion at the Royal
Show was bought by Mr Baxter with some money given to him by his Canadian pen friend, who
was stationed in Scotland during the war. His friend was injured and was about to be sent back
to Canada, so he emptied his wallet of all the British money he had and told Mr Baxter to buy
something for the pigs. Mr Baxter added some of his own money and bought a cup, and called it
the Gault Cup after the village in which his Canadian friend came from.

In 1945 & 1946 the Scottish Members’ Shows & Sales were held at Sterling and Mr Baxter’s
pigs were the highest priced Wessex at both events - 35gns for a gilt (average price 18gns) and
40gns for a Princess sow.

He was elected to the NPBA Council in 1949 and served until 1954. He was elected an Honor-
ary member of this Club in recognition of his long service to the breed.

Jim Appleton
ooOOoo

For some time, I have been urging members to send in contributions to the letters page. Well,
Mr George has put you all to shame and I include his letter here.

Respected Sir,

I am Mr. Francis George from India. I own a pig farm for over 25 years. I had to stop it due to some
reasons. I have very good experience in Caslation ,Artificial Insimination, Driving and farm works. Kindly
inform me if there is any vacany in your farm. I will do my level best.

Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,
Francis George

If any member needs an experienced pig man, please let me know and I will pass your details
on to Mr George. Ed

ooOOoo

Penistone Show takes place in South Yorkshire on 10th September and they are hoping for a
strong entry. Tel 01226 767989 for further information.

Easy PDF Creator is professional software to create PDF. If you wish to remove this line, buy it now.



New Member Benefit

Public Liability Insurance at Shows
All fully paid-up members are now covered with up to £2m worth of public liability insurance at
shows in the United Kingdom (including Northern Ireland). This is a major benefit for all members.

Increasingly, in these litigious times, show societies are demanding proof of such cover to accom-
pany entries. Individual cover can cost £150-200 as it means taking out a specific agricultural or
smallholders insurance. This can be major disincentive to new exhibitors. Now, whether you have
your own cover or not, you can relax knowing that you have the additional protection of a specific
policy covering you whilst attending shows (whether in showing classes or within a static display)
with your pigs.

The Club Secretary can provide you with a copy of the insurance certificate. To request one,
please send a cheque for £5.00 made payable to BSBC to cover administrative costs with your
name and address to: BSBC, Freepost (GL442), Cirencester, Glos., GL7 5BR.

ooOOoo

AGM & Members’ Day

Advance warning! Please put this date in your diary. We have a special date coming up for you
with the Club AGM being combined with a visit to Helen Browning’s organic enterprise! Helen, a
BSBC member based near Swindon, has around 200 British Saddleback sows which she crosses
to a Duroc boar to produce her Eastbrook brand organic pork and bacon.

Saturday 29th October 2005. Details have yet to be finalised but we are looking at holding the
AGM in the morning followed by a presentation by Fiona Chambers from Australia on the state of
the Wessex Saddleback there. This will be followed by lunch and the afternoon devoted to a farm
walk (or trailer ride) with Helen Browning telling us all about her enterprise. There are not many
opportunities to see 200 working sows in an outdoor operation serving the organic market and
supplying quality produce to some of the top outlets in the country, so don’t miss out on this one!
Helen is a most interesting speaker and is closely involved with the Soil Association and has links
to ministers at Defra. Check out their website — www.helenbrowningorganics.co.uk

Final details will be published in the next SADDLEBACK TIMES in September.

ooOOoo
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Public Liability Insurance

Expiration Date: 00/00/00

Describe your location by landmark or area of town.

FREE
British Saddleback Breeders’ Club

Tel: 01285 860229
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The following article appeared in the NPBA’s Pig Breeders’ Annual 1934 ,the golden jubilee edi-
tion. The photographs are of the leading prizewinners in the 1933 show season.

THE WESSEX SADDLEBACK BREED By W. J. MALDEN

THE Wessex Saddleback originated from the crossing of two old English indigenous bacon pigs,
the black breed of the New Forest and the Old English Sheeted breed, uninfluenced by the Chi-
nese, brought together first in the Isle of Purbeck when the forest area ran through the Cranborne
Chase. The introduction of the more advanced pig from the corn areas, where it had been sub-
jected to care and domestication, made a happy combination which was so marked that the popu-
larity of the breed spread rapidly throughout the forest area, and became identified with Hamp-
shire and the Isle of Purbeck before the opening of the 19th century. By 1825 the value of the
sheeted "Hampshire" was so well recognized that a consignment was sent to New York, where
records show that two other lots were sent in the next few years from Southampton. The name
"Hampshire" is still preserved in the United States of America, where it is regarded as the premier
bacon breed.

Records exist which indicate that a few attempts to line breed were made, but these were brief.
Other breeds were brought into the New Forest, but the foresters with their free ranging rights
held to their own. Eventually however, following increased cultivation and yarding, and in accord
with the precepts of the times, other breeds were introduced.

The maintenance of the Wessex breed in pure line was due largely to two families, one at Plait-
ford, and the other at Landford where, in 1917, when I recognized pigs as being the last of the Old
English bacon pig left in existence, they had been maintained pure for over 90 years. These and
their descendants in the neighbourhood formed the main basis of the pure Wessex breed as
known to-day. A breed Society—since amalgamated with the N.P.B.A.—was founded in 1918. The
breed was nearly extinguished during the War and but for the Wessex Saddleback Pig Society
would by now have disappeared beyond recovery. The Society threw its net wide so that no good
pig should be missed. This naturally brought in some misfits, and a considerable amount of elimi-
nation was necessary; unsuitable pigs and inefficient breeders were weeded out. As a standard
the bacon pig was borne in mind; from the first this has been rigidly adhered to, so that it has not
been necessary to alter a single point.

Writing as one who is not breeding to-day it is open to me to say that those leading the breed
make a splendid team; they have uniform ideas and a good pig—a pig that has developed through
skill, hard work and courage during a period of most difficult conditions. This is all the more com-
mendable because they have been a relatively small body and had not at the beginning the sup-
port of a large number of wealthy landowners to lean upon. It would be invidious to single out indi-
viduals for special reference, but all must appreciate the services of those who did the early
spade work and put in years of testing efforts. Lord Melchett started the organizing fund and
stood steadily by the breed in its early days; Mr. E. E. Rails undertook the first secretarial work;
Mr. H. C. Knapman has always been a team in himself and had a basic herd; Mr. A. Freeland has
had always commanding influence over type and quality; Mr. Stanley White has been useful all
along; Colonel E. C. Phillips set a good tone in prices; Mr. T. L. Martin who was helped so much
by that pig genius Mr. Bert Shepherd; Mr. H. H. Harris pioneered in Herefordshire; Messrs. Millard
& Tolley carried the flag into Western Wessex; Mr. R. J. W. Dawson, for Mr Douglas Vickers, has
not only made Hertfordshire a strong centre, but has done as much as any man for the breed; Dr.
W. H. Forshaw who also had a strong influence on breed and quality; Mr. Hacker whose herd was
one of the three that had basic influence on the breed; and Mr. G. R. Southwell, a foundation
breeder with another basic herd; Mr. E. T. Holloway who found quality and has bred to it; General
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Sir Wyndham Knight who has the breed at heart, and is so staunch a supporter; Mr. A. Duckham
who was a mainstay in troublous times; Mr. Horace Hall who has done much in a quiet way; Mr.
F. W. Gentle who has taught Norfolk—and the breed—what can be done with the breed; and Mr. F.
W. Gilbert who has done the like in Notts ; Mr. H. L. Brooksbank has done good service in Yorks;
and Mesdames Straker in Northumberland. And the recent prize lists tell of coming herds. These
are names taken at random out of the many who have "made" the breed. The members might be
taken en bloc for their loyalty and aid; and we would not omit those who may not exhibit but who
are teaching the public and butcher in their own areas how well it thrives and with what good
quality is the Wessex Carcass. Those who are less often in the show-ring are finding
an increasing market for their stock to cross with several others, perhaps to mellow them, reduce
excessive frame, and get earlier maturity!

If I may offer a word of advice, I would suggest that breeders should not strain too much after
length. A thick, meaty pig will win in the end; it will load-up with more lean. The Wessex is of me-
dium size, full of quality, can make the best porker-baconer. Too much attention to length draws
away from the forest character and tends to bring out such relics of a coarser breed as may re-
main. Elastic can be stretched but it is no stronger for it. The same applies to the pig. Coarser
breeds have to reduce to get down to quality; the Wessex has the quality and it is that which it
must hold.

W alter J Malden was a leading supporter of the Wessex and was heavily involved with the origi-
nal breed society. He co-wrote (with George Layley) ‘The Evolution of the British Pig’ published in
1935. In the introduction, Walter is credited with being the ‘introducer of the Wessex Saddleback
pig’

Easy PDF Creator is professional software to create PDF. If you wish to remove this line, buy it now.



Page 8 SADDLEBACK TIMES

SHOW RESULTS 2005

North Somerset Show—2nd May
Judge—Mr Martin Snell

Lop-eared Pigs
Class 123—July Boar
1st GOS
2nd Mr J Newth Prestcombe Walter 4

Class 124—Sow
1st GOS
2nd Mr J Newth Prestcombe Dinah 21
3rd GOS

Class 125—July Gilt
1st Mr J Newth Prestcombe Silverwings 23
2nd Mr J Newth Prestcombe Dinah 41
3rd GOS

Breed Champion—Mr J Newth Prestcombe Dinah 21

ooOOoo

South Suffolk Show—8th May
Judge For All Classes: B. Knight Esq. (Northants)

Coloured Pigs

Class 218: Large Black, Hampshire or British Saddleback gilt in pig or empty.

Class 225: The British Saddleback Pig Breeders Club Rosette for the best British Saddleback in the Show.
Champion: No 39 - Gillbeck Lottie

ooOOoo

Royal Ulster Show, Balmoral -
11th-13th May

Judge—Mr Steve Loveless

Class 159 - Saddleback Sow born before 1st July 2004
1st Mrs E Fairley Edenboro Fidra 88
2nd Mr S Smyth Greenan Rosette 5
3rd Mr S Smyth Whinneyhill Rosette

Class 161—July Gilt
1st Mrs E Fairley Magherabeg Alvis
2nd GOS
3rd GOS
4th Middle White

Result

1 39 A Burwell Gillbeck Lottie (British Saddleback) R000484BS (HDC/178)

b. 09/08/2004 s.Glascote Dictator 36 d.Gillbeck Lottie 35
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Class 162—July Boar
1st GOS
2nd Mrs E Fairley BS
3rd GOS

Elaine Fairley’s Magherabeg Alvis went on to be Interbreed Champion of the Show, the first col-
oured pig to do so in 105 years (according to our local correspondent)

ooOOoo

The Staffordshire & Birmingham Agricultural Society Show—
1st & 2nd June

Judge; Mrs V Mills, Gillhouse Farm, Zeal Monachorum, Crediton, Devon. EX17 6LE

Class 287 Boar, born before 1st September 2004

Pos No Exhibitor Name CountyDetails
1 543 H&MJ Bradshaw Staffs Kilcot Rufus 8R00060345 (GOS) b 17/8/03 bred by Mrs S Barnfield s Balsham

Rufus d Kilcot Dolly 4
2 544 P&L Waddington Lancs Lowerdale Majestic 350 b 2/8/04 bred by exh s Lowerdale Majestic d Lowerdal

Black Lady
3 545 JR&ML Wreakes Yorks Belle Rose Guardsman 02 R000240BS b 19/5/04 bred by Mrs B Wilson

s Endsleigh Guardsman 721 d Cilgraddan Dinah 3
4 542 Mrs A Roberts Cumbria Templeton Dreamboy 1 b 10/2/04 s Beechwood Dream Boy 142 d

Billquay Ruby 165a

Class 289a Sow, born before 1st July 2004

Pos No Exhibitor Name County Details
1 553 Mrs T Bretherton Lancs Kilcot Excelsa 20 R000165 BK (Berks) b 2/2/04 bred by Mrs S Barnfield s Wed

lock Lynjoledu Lassemer d Kiplin Excelsa 13
2 554 P&L Waddington Lancs Polar Burn Grandeur 135 b 5/7/03 bred by W Gregory s Sock Dender d Polar

Burn Grandeur
3 557 JR&ML Wreakes Yorks Victoria Lottie 110 R000123BS (BS) b 20/10/03 bred by exh s Prestcombe

Carl 4 d Victoria Lottie 50
4 559 DC Wickstead Shrops Highland Louise BK/2/HIS/791/99 (Berkshire) b 24/7/99 bred by Canterbury Oast

Trust Ltd s Morebread Peter Lad d Highlands Louise 21
5 556 JR&ML Wreakes Yorks Victoria Lottie 82 WMC/82 b (BS) 9/2/03 bred by exh s Paestcombe Carl 4 d

Victoria Lottie 61

Class 290a Gilt, born on or after 1st July 2004

Pos No Exhibitor Name County Details
1 574 JR&ML Wreakes Yorks Victoria Lottie 127 R000615BS (BS) b 6/10/04 bred by exh s Pantysgawen

Walter 5 d Victoria Lottie 84
2 576 T Edwards & JWood Chesh Kenworthy Larkspur 5 R000281LB b 11/8/04 bred by exh s Dr Wyche Majestic

Eagle d Kenworthy Larkspur
3 572 CG&SJ Howles Warks Stoneymoor Jaqueline 12 TW/2/HCE/355/04 b 18/7/04 bred by CG&SJ Howes s

Underdow Royal Standard 2 d Stoneymoor Jacueline 8
4 570 P&L Waddington Lancs Lowerdale Black Lady 356 b 2/8/04 bred by exh s Lowerdale Majestic d Lower

dale Black Lady
5 577 B&M Mulkeen Lancs Garsfield Silver Wing 2 MBZ200 R000593 (BS) b 14/7/04 bred by exh s Rain

barrow Golden Arrow 18 AJJ/ID d Grimwell Silverwings R00082BS
6 567 SJ&AL Booth Chesh Chapel Joyful 10 R00403BS (British Saddleback) 2/7/04 bred by exh s

Glascote Dictator 33 d Chapel Joyful 3

Class 291 Boar or Gilt, born on or after 1st December 2004

Pos No Exhibitor Name County Details
1 595 DC Wickstead Shrops Boswick Freight Train R000352BK Berks bred by DC Wickstead s Dittisham

Freight Train 2 d Highlands Louise 27
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2 597 SJ Richardson Chesh Nangreaves Super b 7/1/05 bred by Messrs Murphy s Lowerdale Super d Allhouse
Machilda

3 590 JR&ML Wreakes Yorks Victoria Golden Arrow 150 b 20/1/05 bred by exh s Poplar Golden Arrow 2 d
Victoria Lottie 100

4 579 Mrs M Renshaw Lancs Tennyson Sambo 704 b 28/1/05 bred by exh s Windmill Rufus 5 d Tennyson Star
Antoinette 528

Special 203 The Staffordshire & Birmingham Agricultural Society offer £l0 and a Champion Rosette for the best exhibit and a Re-
serve Champion Rosette for the runner up in the Coloured Pig Classes

Pos No Exhibitor Name County Details
Champ 574 JR & ML Wreakes Yorks Victoria Lottie 127
Res 587

Victoria Lottie 127 went Reserve Interbreed Champion judged by Stephen Hull

ooOOoo

The Suffolk Show—1st & 2nd June
Judge—Mr Peter Briar

Class 585—Coloured Breeds Jully Gilt
1st Mr RE Styles Helmingham Molly 31
2nd GOS
3rd Tamworth
4th Mr RE Styles Helmingham Molly 32

Best British Saddleback—Mr RE Styles Helmingham Molly 31

ooOOoo

Royal Cornwall Show—9th-11th June 2005
Judge—Mr K P Matthews

Class 394 Boar born in 2004
1st Mr E Bailey Toller Stockbroker 488

Class 395 Boar born in 2005
1st Messrs Thomas & Edwards Pantysgawen Stockbroker 2

Class 396 Sow
1st Mr E Bailey Plane Rosette
2nd Messrs WA, EJ & CA Uglow Endsleigh Biddy 655
3rd The Burnett Family Endsleigh Rosette 750
4th Messrs WA, EJ & CA Uglow Endsleigh Biddy 650

Class 397 July Gilt
1st Mr A Gready Heytesbury Bell 8
2nd Messrs WA, EJ & CA Uglow Endsleigh Rosette 103
3rd Messrs Thomas & Edwards Pantysgawen Silverwings 37
4th Messrs Thomas & Edwards Pantysgawen Silverwings 35

Class 398 January Gilt
1st Messrs Thomas & Edwards Pantysgawen Babble 3
2nd Messrs Thomas & Edwards Pantysgawen Silverwings 43
3rd Messrs WA, EJ & CA Uglow Endsleigh Silvereings 146
4th Mr E Bailey Plane Rosette 2
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